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Statement calling for a withdrawal of Jingu Gaien Redevelopment Plan

Jingu Gaien created and nurtured by the people of Japan, is a public space that
represents the modern era of Japan, and its beautiful park landscape is a cultural
heritage that we are proud to share with the world. The redevelopment plan for Jingu
Gaien has been approved by Tokyo Metropolitan Government (TMG) in March 2022

and the project is currently underway by a corporate group.

Since last year, as the details of this plan were becoming clear, [COMOS Japan
conducted on-site investigations and have come to the conclusion that this
redevelopment project, under the guise of good urban development, will greatly damage
Jingu Gaien where the Ginkgo promenade and historic trees have been preserved very

well through the efforts of many people.

This is not compatible with the report of the project promoter who conducted the
environmental impact assessment. Nevertheless, TMG has accepted the report and is
proceeding with procedures that ignore the wishes of the people, such as making
decisions that reduce the park area and approving projects without responding to errors

and unscientific methodologies in the environmental impact assessment report.

ICOMOS Japan cannot afford to overlook this redevelopment. Since Dec. 2021, when
we submitted our opinions on the "City Planning Jingu Gaien Area District Plan" to the
Tokyo Metropolitan Government, we have visited the Bureau of Urban Development
and the Bureau of Environment of the Tokyo Metropolitan Government, and offered

many proposals and requests both to the developers and TMG, as shown in the attached
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sheet. During this period, the Environment Bureau of TMG encouraged dialogue
between the developers and ICOMOS Japan, but unfortunately, the developers did not
respond to our requests, and TMG never took the opportunity to respond in any way.
The redevelopment project of Jingu Gaien began without any changes to the original

plan.

It is clear that Jingu Gaien is now in a critical condition. This redevelopment project
will eventually destroy this precious cultural heritage in Tokyo. ICOMOS Japan urges
TMG and the developers, to take heed of the voices of the people who cherish Jingu
Gaien, as well as the voices of the residents and people from all over the world, and to

change this redevelopment plan as quickly and as profoundly as possible.
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List of documents issued by ICOMOS Japan regarding the Jingu
Gaien Redevelopment Project
Website: [COMOS Japan

March 7, 2023: Request for verification of pedestrian traffic safety caused by the relocation of
Chichibunomiya Rugby Stadium and pending tree cutting.

March 7, 2023: Request for the preservation of "Jingu Gaien Kasumigaoka Gate" to be
destroyed by the relocation of Chichibunomiya Rugby Stadium.

February 20, 2023: Request for the answer from the developers about the "false report"
identified by ICOMOS Japan regarding the environment assessment report.

January 29, 2023: Urgent Request - Request pursuant to Article 91, Paragraph 1, Item 5 of the

Tokyo Metropolitan Ordinance on Environmental Impact Assessment.

January 23,2023: Request for Retrial of Environmental Impact Assessment Report, concerning
destruction of ecosystems caused from unscientific methodologies on surveys, forecasts, and
assessments; Unsustainable forest mitigation due to massive tree cutting and inappropriate

transplanting plans; Destruction of the cultural heritage created by the power of citizens.

December 25, 2022: Urgent Request: Do not "lift the restriction on implementation" (Article 61
of the ordinance) by "public notice" (Article 59, Paragraph 1 of the TMG Environmental Impact

Assessment Ordinance).

December 24, 2022: Urgent Request for a "review of fine root cutting and ring peeling
treatment" and for the introduction of the comprehensive study of ginkgo trees toward

permanent conservation.

December 16, 2022: Urgent Survey Report, "Ginko Promenade of Jingu Gaien"
October 3, 2022: Proposal for conservation and succession of Jingu Gaien, a cultural heritage
representing public space in modern Japan - Toward Conservation of "Urban Green Space, as

Common Social Capital”.
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April 26, 2022: Proposal to avoid cutting down trees and restore Jingu Gaien, a masterpiece of

modern Japan.

February 7, 2022: Proposal for the succession to the future of Jingu Gaien, an outstanding

cultural heritage created by the public's donation, dedication and service.

February 1, 2022: Trees planned to be cut down or transplanted according to the Jingu Gaien

Area District Plan.

December 28, 2021: Opinion on the " City Planning Jingu Gaien Area District Plan”



