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To whom it may concern, but specifically:

The Hon Masahito Moriyama, Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
Mr Shun’ichi Tokura, Commissioner for Cultural Affairs

The Hon Seitaro Hattori, Governor of Fukuoka Prefecture

Mr Noritoshi Yoshida, Superintendent of Education, Fukuoka Prefecture

The Hon Kazuhisa Takeuchi, Mayor of Kitakyushu City

Mr Tsuneo Tanaka, Speaker of the Kitakyushu Municipal Assembly

Ms Hiromi Tajima, Superintendent of Education, Kitakyushu City

12t April 2024

The First Moji Railway Station Complex

| write today as the President of The International Committee for the Conservation of the
Industrial Heritage (TICCIH), the primary international organisation concerned with
industrial heritage. Among our many activities, we support UNESCQO’s advisors, the
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) and its work for the World
Heritage Committee, especially in relation to World Heritage nominations of sites with
industrial components, and for international industrial heritage in general. The need for this
letter has arisen because TICCIH has been alerted to proposals to destroy the recently
discovered remains of the First Moji Railway Station Complex.

| am happy to be able to confirm that TICCIH agrees with ICOMOS Japan that this
extraordinary site not only encompasses sections of the second-oldest engine shed in Japan
but also serves as a tangible testament to Japan's infrastructural modernization, which is
one of the most extraordinary transformations the world has witnessed. It exemplifies the
assimilation of Western techniques and technology into Japan's indigenous practices,
marking a pivotal era in the nation's history. Furthermore, the remains at this site must be
contextualized within the strategic foundation of the Shimonoseki-Moji port-railway
complex, a crucial nexus for international trade and communication. The resulting attributes
of the site indicate that they have significant national and international importance.

We have been informed that the Kitakyushu Municipal Government is currently persisting in
its plans to construct a multipurpose municipal office complex on the site, disregarding the
importance of thorough excavation, investigation, and preservation. We believe this
approach is very disappointing, especially because the remains represent the birthplace of
Moji Ward and the City of Kitakyushu as one of Japan’s most important industrial and
trading centres.
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We understand that there is an opportunity to integrate the archaeological remains into the
core of nationally and internationally renowned Mojiko-retro complex, capturing the two
components as a single site representing modernization heritage, building on the
recognition afforded the industrial achievements of the Meiji era that was represented by
the successful World Heritage inscription of 2015.

| therefore believe an ambitious project to preserve the remains of the first Moji station
complex would generate more support and interest than the Kitakyushu Municipal
Government anticipates and would create a major heritage asset for the future. TICCIH is
therefore delighted to be lend its support to ICOMOS Japan in its campaign to preserve the
entirety of the excavated remains of the first Moji station complex.

Yours sincerely,

Dr Miles Oglethorpe

TICCIH President

6 Summerside Street

Edinburgh, EH6 4NU

SCOTLAND, UK

E: mkoglethorpe@icloud.com TICCIH.President@gmail.com W: http://ticcih.org/
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