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CHARTE INTERNATIONALE SUR LA CONSERVATION ET
LA RESTAURATION DES MONUMENTS ET DES SITES

(CHARTE DE VENISE 1964)

RRMEDHBEEY (EZ2 22N RUBROKREFE
ﬂ?*@@f HOEBEE (NZIXFE, 1964)

—2FE ({58

Chargées d’'un message spi-
rituel du passé, les ceuvres
monumentales des peuples
demeurent dans la vie pré-
sente le témoignage vivant
de leurs traditions séculaires.
Lhumanité, qui prend chaque
jour conscience de l'unité des
valeurs humaines, les consi-
dere comme un patrimoine
commun, et, vis-a-vis des gé-
nérations futures, se reconnait
solidairement responsable de
leur sauvegarde. Elle se doit
de les leur transmettre dans
toute la richesse de leur au-
thenticité

Il est deés lors essentiel que
les principes qui doivent pré-
sider a la conservation et a la
restauration des monuments
soient dégagés en commun
et formulés sur un plan in-
ternational, tout en laissant
a chaque nation le soin d’en
assurer I'application dans le
cadre de sa propre culture et
de ses traditions.

En donnant une premiere
forme a ces principes fonda-
mentaux, la Charte d’Athénes
de 1931 a contribué au
développement d'un vaste
mouvement international, qui
s'est notamment traduit dans
des documents nationaux,
dans I'activité de 'lCOM et de
'UNESCO, et dans la création
par cette derniere du Centre
international d'études pour la
conservation et la restauration
des biens culturels. La sen-
sibilité et I'esprit critique se
sont portés sur des problémes
toujours plus complexes et
plus nuancés; aussi I’heure
semble venue de réexaminer
les principes de la Charte afin
de les approfondir et d’en élar-
gir la portée dans un nouveau
document.

En conséquence, le lle
Congres International des Ar-
chitectes et des Techniciens
des Monuments Historiques,
réuni, a Venise du 25 au 31
mai 1964, a approuvé le texte
suivant:
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INTERNATIONAL CHARTER FOR THE CONSERVATION
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(THE VENICE CHARTER 1964)
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Imbued with a message from
the past, the historic monu-
ments of generations of peo-
ple remain to the present day
as living witnesses of their
age-old traditions. People are
becoming more and more
conscious of the unity of hu-
man values and regard an-
cient monuments as a com-
mon heritage. The common
responsibility to safeguard
them for future generations is
recognized. It is our duty to
hand them on in the full rich-
ness of their authenticity.

It is essential that the princi-
ples guiding the preservation
and restoration of ancient
buildings should be agreed
and be laid down on an inter-
national basis, with each
country being responsible for
applying the plan within the
framework of its own culture
and traditions.

By defining these basic princi-
ples for the first time, the Ath-
ens Charter of 1931 contribut-
ed towards the development
of an extensive international
movement which has as-
sumed concrete form in na-
tional documents, in the work
of ICOM and UNESCO and in
the establishment by the latter
of the International Centre for
the Study of the Preservation
and the Restoration of Cultural
Property. Increasing aware-
ness and critical study have
been brought to bear on prob-
lems which have continually
become more complex and
varied; now the time has come
to examine the Charter afresh
in order to make a thorough
study of the principles involved
and to enlarge its scope in a
new document.

Accordingly, the lInd Interna-
tional Congress of Architects
and Technicians of Historic
Monuments, which met in
Venice from May 25th to 31st
1964, approved the following
text:
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Article 1.

La notion de monument his-
torique comprend la création
architecturale isolée aussi
bien que le site urbain ou rural
qui porte témoignage d'une
civilisation particuliére, d'une
évolution significative ou d’un
événement historique. Elle
s’étend non seulement aux
grandes créations mais aussi
aux ceuvres modestes qui ont
acquis avec le temps une si-
gnification culturelle.

Article 2.

La conservation et la restau-
ration des monuments consti-
tuent une discipline qui fait
appel a toutes les sciences
et a toutes les techniques qui
peuvent contribuer a I'étude et
a la sauvegarde du patrimoine
monumental.

Article 3.
La conservation et la restau-
ration des monuments visent
a sauvegarder tout autant
I'ceuvre d’art que le témoin
d’histoire.
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Article 1.

The concept of a historic mon-
ument embraces not only the
single architectural work but
also the urban or rural setting
in which is found the evidence
of a particular civilization, a
significant development or a
historic event. This applies not
only to great works of art but
also to more modest works of
the past which have acquired
cultural significance with the
passing of time.

Article 2.

The conservation and resto-
ration of monuments must
have recourse to all the sci-
ences and techniques which
can contribute to the study
and safeguarding of the archi-
tectural heritage.

Article 3.
The intention in conserving
and restoring monuments is to
safeguard them no less as
works of art than as historical
evidence.

2. FALRHEBIRES
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Article 4.

La conservation des monu-
ments impose d’abord la per-
manence de leur entretien.

Article 5.

La conservation des monu-
ments est toujours favorisée
par I'affectation de ceux-ci a
une fonction utile a la société;
une telle affectation est donc
souhaitable mais elle ne peut
altérer I'ordonnance ou le dé-
cor des édifices. C’est dans
ces limites qu'il faut concevoir
et que l'on peut autoriser les
aménagements exigés par
I’évolution des usages et des
coutumes.

Article 6.

La conservation d’'un mo-
nument implique celle d’'un
cadre a son échelle. Lorsque
le cadre traditionnel subsiste,
celui-ci sera conservé, et
toute construction nouvelle,
toute destruction et tout amé-
nagement qui pourrait altérer
les rapports de volumes et de
couleurs seront proscrits.

Article 7.

Le monument est inséparable
de I'histoire dont il est le té-
moin et du milieu ou il se si-
tue. En conséquence le dépla-
cement de tout ou partie d'un
monument ne peut étre toléré
gue lorsque la sauvegarde
du monument I'exige ou que
des raisons d’'un grand intérét
national ou international le
justifient.

Article 8.

Les éléments de sculpture,
de peinture ou de décoration
qui font partie intégrante du
monument ne peuvent en étre
séparés que lorsque cette me-
sure est la seule susceptible
d’assurer leur conservation.
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Article 4.

It is essential to the conserva-
tion of monuments that they
be maintained on a permanent
basis.

Article 5.

The conservation of monu-
ments is always facilitated by
making use of them for some
socially useful purpose. Such
use is therefore desirable but
it must not change the layout
or decoration of the building. It
is within these limits only that
modifications demanded by a
change of function should be
envisaged and may be permit-
ted.

Article 6.

The conservation of a monu-
ment implies preserving a set-
ting which is not out of scale.
Wherever the traditional set-
ting exists, it must be kept. No
new construction, demolition
or modification which would
alter the relations of mass and
colour must be allowed.

Article 7.

A monument is inseparable
from the history to which it
bears witness and from the
setting in which it occurs. The
moving of all or part of a mon-
ument cannot be allowed ex-
cept where the safeguarding
of that monument demands it
or where it is justified by na-
tional or international interest
of paramount importance.

Article 8.

Items of sculpture, painting or
decoration which form an inte-
gral part of a monument may
only be removed from it if this
is the sole means of ensuring
their preservation.
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Article 9.

La restauration est une opé-
ration qui doit garder un ca-
ractere exceptionnel. Elle a
pour but de conserver et de
révéler les valeurs esthétiques
et historiques du monument
et se fonde sur le respect
de la substance ancienne et
de documents authentiques.
Elle s'arréte la ou commence
I’hnypothese, sur le plan des
reconstitutions conjecturales,
tout travail de complément
reconnu indispensable pour
raisons esthétiques ou tech-
nigues releve de la composi-
tion architecturale et portera
la marque de notre temps.
La restauration sera toujours
précédée et accompagnée
d’'une étude archéologique et
historique du monument.

Article 10.

Lorsque les techniques tradi-
tionnelles se révelent inadé-
guates, la consolidation d'un
monument peut étre assurée
en faisant appel a toutes les
techniques modernes de
conservation et de construc-
tion dont l'efficacité aura été
démontrée par des données
scientifiques et garantie par
I'expérience.

Article 11.

Les apports valables de
toutes les époques a I'édifica-
tion d’'un monument doivent
étre respectés, I'unité de style
n'étant pas un but a atteindre
au cours d’'une restauration.
Lorsqu’un édifice comporte
plusieurs états superposeés, le
dégagement d’un état sous-
jacent ne se justifie qu'excep-
tionnellement et a condition
gue les éléments enlevés ne
présentent que peu d’intérét,
gue la composition mise au
jour constitue un témoignage
de haute valeur historique,
archéologique ou esthétique,
et que son état de conser-
vation soit jugé suffisant. Le
jugement sur la valeur des
éléments en question et la
décision sur les éliminations a
opérer ne peuvent dépendre
du seul auteur du projet.
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Article 9.

The process of restoration is a
highly specialized operation.
Its aim is to preserve and re-
veal the aesthetic and historic
value of the monument and is
based on respect for original
material and authentic docu-
ments. It must stop at the
point where conjecture begins,
and in this case moreover any
extra work which is indispens-
able must be distinct from the
architectural composition and
must bear a contemporary
stamp. The restoration in any
case must be preceded and
followed by an archaeological
and historical study of the
monument.

Article 10.

Where traditional techniques
prove inadequate, the consoli-
dation of a monument can be
achieved by the use of any
modern technique for conser-
vation and construction, the
efficacy of which has been
shown by scientific data and
proved by experience.

Article 11.

The valid contributions of all
periods to the building of a
monument must be respected,
since unity of style is not the
aim of a restoration. When a
building includes the superim-
posed work of different peri-
ods, the revealing of the un-
derlying state can only be
justified in exceptional circum-
stances and when what is re-
moved is of little interest and
the material which is brought
to light is of great historical,
archaeological or aesthetic
value, and its state of preser-
vation good enough to justify
the action. Evaluation of the
importance of the elements
involved and the decision as
to what may be destroyed
cannot rest solely on the indi-
vidual in charge of the work.
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Sites Monumentaux /€= 1 X 2V EIGE Historic Sites BERMLGIBAT (8 14 %)
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EUT BEDEZAXYNDHBST ZFDHE
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X=2FE (LD
Article 12.

Les éléments destinés a rem-
placer les parties manquantes
doivent s'intégrer harmonieu-
sement a I'ensemble, tout en
se distinguant des parties
originales, afin que la restau-
ration ne falsifie pas le docu-
ment d’art et d’histoire.

Article 13.

Les adjonctions ne peuvent
étre tolérées que pour autant
gu'elles respectent toutes les
parties intéressantes de I'édi-
fice, son cadre traditionnel,
I’équilibre de sa composition
et ses relations avec le milieu
environnant.

B

R=2FE ({L5B)
Article 14.

Les sites monumentaux
doivent faire I'objet de soins
spéciaux afin de sauvegarder
leur intégrité et d’assurer leur
assainissement, leur aména-
gement et leur mise en valeur.
Les travaux de conservation
et de restauration qui y sont
exécutés doivent s’inspirer
des principes énoncés aux
articles précédents.
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Article 12.

Replacements of missing
parts must integrate harmoni-
ously with the whole, but at
the same time must be distin-
guishable from the original so
that restoration does not falsi-
fy the artistic or historic evi-
dence.

Article 13.

Additions cannot be allowed
except in so far as they do not
detract from the interesting
parts of the building, its tradi-
tional setting, the balance of
its composition and its relation
with its surroundings.

Article 14.

The sites of monuments must
be the object of special care
in order to safeguard their in-
tegrity and ensure that they
are cleared and presented in
a seemly manner. The work of
conservation and restoration
carried out in such places
should be inspired by the prin-
ciples set forth in the forego-
ing articles.

2. FALRHEBIRES
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X=2FE (LD
Article 15.

Les travaux de fouilles doivent
s'exécuter conformément a
des normes scientifiques et a
la “Recommandation définis-
sant les principes internatio-
naux a appliquer en matiére
de fouilles archéologiques”
adoptée par 'UNESCO en
1956.

L'aménagement des ruines et
les mesures nécessaires a la
conservation et a la protection
permanente des éléments
architecturaux et des objets
découverts seront assurés. En
outre, toutes initiatives seront
prises en vue de faciliter la
compréhension du monument
mis au jour sans jamais en
dénaturer la signification.

Tout travail de reconstruction
devra cependant étre exclu a
priori, seule I'anastylose peut
étre envisagée, c'est-a-dire
la recomposition des parties
existantes mais démembrées.
Les éléments d'intégration se-
ront toujours reconnaissables
et représenteront le minimum
nécessaire pour assurer les
conditions de conservation du
monument et rétablir la conti-
nuité de ses formes.

R=2FE (1L58)

Article 16.

Les travaux de conservation,
de restauration et de fouilles
seront toujours accompagnés
de la constitution d’'une docu-
mentation précise sous forme
de rapports analytiques et cri-
tiques illustrés de dessins et
de photographies. Toutes les
phases de travaux de déga-
gement, de consolidation, de
recomposition et d’'intégration,
ainsi que les éléments tech-
nigues et formels identifiés
au cours des travaux y seront
consignés. Cette documenta-
tion sera déposée dans les ar-
chives d’'un organisme public
et mise a la disposition des
chercheurs; sa publication est
recommandée.
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R=2FE (%D
Article 15.

Excavations should be carried
out in accordance with scien-
tific standards and the recom-
mendation defining interna-
tional principles to be applied
in the case of archaeological
excavation adopted by UNES-
CO in 1956.

Ruins must be maintained and
measures necessary for the
permanent conservation and
protection of architectural fea-
tures and of objects discov-
ered must be taken. Further-
more, every means must be
taken to facilitate the under-
standing of the monument and
to reveal it without ever dis-
torting its meaning.

All reconstruction work should
however be ruled out “a prio-
ri”. Only anastylosis, that is to
say, the reassembling of exist-
ing but dismembered parts
can be permitted. The materi-
al used for integration should
always be recognizable and
its use should be the least that
will ensure the conservation of
a monument and the rein-
statement of its form.

Article 16.

In all works of preservation,
restoration or excavation,
there should always be pre-
cise documentation in the
form of analytical and critical
reports, illustrated with draw-
ings and photographs. Every
stage of the work of clearing,
consolidation, rearrangement
and integration, as well as
technical and formal features
identified during the course of
the work, should be included.
This record should be placed
in the archives of a public in-
stitution and made available to
research workers. It is recom-
mended that the report should
be published.

2. FALRHEBIRES
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Ont participé a la commission pour la rédaction de la charte
internationale pour la conservation et la restauration des
monuments :

- M. Piero Gazzola (Italie), président

- M. Raymond Lemaire (Belgique), rapporteur
- M. José Bassegoda-Nonell (Espagne)

- M. Luis Benavente (Portugal)

- M. Djurdje Boskovic (Yougoslavie)

- M. Hiroshi Daifuku (UNESCO)

- M. P.L. de Vrieze (Pays-Bas)

- M. Harald Langberg (Danemark)

- M. Mario Matteucci (Italie)

- M. Jean Merlet (France)

- M. Carlos Flores Marini (Mexique)

- M. Roberto Pane (ltalie)

- M. S.C.J. Pavel (Tchécoslovaquie)

- M. Paul Philippot (ICCROM)

- M. Victor Pimentel (Pérou)

- M. Harold Plenderleith (ICCROM)

- M. Deoclecio Redig de Campos (Vatican)

- M. Jean Sonnier (France)

- M. Frangois Sorlin (France)

- M. Eustathios Stikas (Gréce)

- Mme Gertrud Tripp (Autriche)

- M. Jan Zachwatovicz (Pologne)

- M. Mustafa S. Zbiss (Tunisie)

2. FALRHEBIRES
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The following persons took part in the work of the Commit-
tee for drafting the International Charter for the Conserva-
tion and Restoration of Monuments:

- Piero Gazzola (ltaly), Chairman

- Raymond Lemaire (Belgium), Reporter
- José Bassegoda-Nonell (Spain)

- Luis Benavente (Portugal)

- Djurdje Boskovic (Yugoslavia)

- Hiroshi Daifuku (UNESCO)

- P.L. de Vrieze (Netherlands)

- Harald Langberg (Denmark)

- Mario Matteucci (ltaly)

- Jean Merlet (France)

- Carlos Flores Marini (Mexico)

- Roberto Pane (Italy)

- S.C.J. Pavel (Czechoslovakia)

- Paul Philippot (ICCROM)

- Victor Pimentel (Peru)

- Harold Plenderleith (ICCROM)

- Deoclecio Redig de Campos (Vatican)
- Jean Sonnier (France)

- Francois Sorlin (France)

- Eustathios Stikas (Greece)

- Gertrud Tripp (Austria)

- Jan Zachwatovicz (Poland)

- Mustafa S. Zbiss (Tunisia)
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1964 - Venice Charter

=] B#EER

INTERNATIONAL CHARTER FOR
THE CONSERVATION AND RES-
TORATION OF MONUMENTS AND
SITES (THE VENICE CHARTER)

IInd International Congress of Architects and
Technicians of Historic Monuments, Venice,
1964.

Adopted by ICOMOS in 1965

Imbued with a message from the past, the historic monu-
ments of generations of people remain to the present day
as living witnesses of their age-old traditions. People are
becoming more and more conscious of the unity of hu-
man values and regard ancient monuments as a common
heritage. The common responsibility to safeguard them
for future generations is recognized. It is our duty to hand
them on in the full richness of their authenticity.

It is essential that the principles guiding the preservation
and restoration of ancient buildings should be agreed and
be laid down on an international basis, with each country
being responsible for applying the plan within the frame-
work of its own culture and traditions.

By defining these basic principles for the first time, the
Athens Charter of 1931 contributed towards the devel-
opment of an extensive international movement which
has assumed concrete form in national documents, in the
work of ICOM and UNESCO and in the establishment
by the latter of the International Centre for the Study of
the Preservation and the Restoration of Cultural Property.
Increasing awareness and critical study have been brought
to bear on problems which have continually become more
complex and varied: now the time has come to examine
the Charter afresh in order to make a thorough study of
the principles involved and to enlarge its scope in a new
document.

Accordingly, the [Ind International Congress of Architects
and Technicians of Historic Monuments, which met in
Venice from May 25th to 31st 1964, approved the follow-
ing text:
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1964 - Venice Charter
DEFINITIONS yiEE:s
ARTICLE 1. 1%

The concept of an historic monument embraces not only
the single architectural work but also the urban or rural
setting in which is found the evidence of a particular civi-
lization, a significant development or an historic event.
This applies not only to great works of art but also to
more modest works of the past which have acquired cul-
tural significance with the passing of time.

ARTICLE 2.

The conservation and restoration of monuments must have
recourse to all the sciences and techniques which can con-
tribute to the study and safeguarding of the architectural
heritage.

AIM

ARTICLE 3.

The intention in conserving and restoring monuments is
to safegnard them no less as works of art than as historical
evidence.

CONSERVATION

ARTICLE 4.
It is essential to the conservation of monuments that they
be maintained on a permanent basis,

ARTICLE 5.

The conservation of monuments is always facilitated by
making use of them for some socially useful purpose.
Such use is therefore desirable but it must not change the
lay-out or decoration of the building. It is within these
limits only that modifications demanded by a change of
function should be envisaged and may be permitted.

ARTICLE 6.

The conservation of a monument implies preserving a
setting which is not out of scale. Wherever the traditional
setting exists, it must be kept. No new construction, de-
molition or modification which would alter the relations
of mass and color must be allowed.

ARTICLE 7.

A monument is inseparable from the history to which it
bears witness and from the setting in which it occurs. The
moving of all or part of a monument cannot be allowed
excepl where the safeguarding of that monument demands
it or where it is justified by national or international inter-
est of paramount importance.
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1964 - Venice Charter

ARTICLE 8.

Items of sculpture, painting or decoration which form an
integral part of a monument may only be removed from it
if this is the sole means of ensuring their preservation.

RESTORATION

ARTICLE 9.

The process of restoration is a highly specialized opera-
tion. Its aim is to preserve and reveal the aesthetic and
historic value of the monument and is based on respect for
original material and authentic documents. It must stop at
the point where conjecture begins, and in this case more-
over any extra work which is indispensable must be dis-
tinct from the architectural composition and must bear a
contemporary stamp. The restoration in any case must be
preceded and followed by an archaeological and historical
study of the monument.

ARTICLE 10.

Where traditional techniques prove inadequate, the con-
solidation of a monument can be achieved by the use of
any modem technique for conservation and construction,
the efficacy of which has been shown by scientific data
and proved by experience.

ARTICLE 11.

The valid contributions of all periods to the building of a
monument must be respected, since unity of style is not
the aim of a restoration. When a building includes the
superimposed work of different periods, the revealing of
the underlying state can only be justified in exceptional
circumstances and when what is removed is of little inter-
est and the material which is brought to light is of great
historical, archaeological or aesthetic value, and its state
of preservation good enough to justify the action. Evalu-
ation of the importance of the elements involved and the
decision as to what may be destroyed cannot rest solely on
the individual in charge of the work.

ARTICLE 12.

Replacements of missing parts must integrate harmoni-
ously with the whole, but at the same time must be dis-
tinguishable from the original so that restoration does not
falsify the artistic or historic evidence.

ARTICLE 13,

Additions cannot be allowed except in so far as they do
not detract from the interesting parts of the building, its
traditional setting, the balance of its composition and its
relation with its surroundings.
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1964 - Venice Charter

(1) BEDNZAEER

HISTORIC SITES

ARTICLE 14.

The sites of monuments must be the object of special care
in order to safeguard their integrity and ensure that they
are cleared and presented in a seemly manner. The work
of conservation and restoration carried out in such places
should be inspired by the principles set forth in the fore-
going articles.

EXCAVATIONS

ARTICLE 15.

Excavations should be carried out in accordance with
scientific standards and the recommendation defining in-
ternational principles to be applied in the case of archaco-
logical excavation adopted by UNESCO in 1956.

Ruins must be maintained and measures necessary for the
permanent conservation and protection of architectural
features and of objects discovered must be taken. Further-
more, every means must be taken to facilitate the under-
standing of the monument and to reveal it without ever
distorting its meaning.

All reconstruction work should however be ruled out "a
priori." Only anastylosis, that is to say, the reassembling
of existing but dismembered parts can be permitted. The
material used for integration should always be recogniz-
able and its use should be the least that will ensure the
conservation of a monument and the reinstatement of its
form.

PUBLICATION

ARTICLE 16.

In all works of preservation, restoration or excavation,
there should always be precise documentation in the form
of analytical and critical reports, illustrated with drawings
and photographs. Every stage of the work of clearing,
consolidation, rearrangement and integration, as well as
technical and formal features identified during the course
of the work, should be included. This record should be
placed in the archives of a public institution and made
available to research workers. It is recommended that the
report should be published.

The following persons took part in the work of the Com-
mittee for drafting the International Charter for the Con-
servation and Restoration of Monuments:

Piero Gazzola (Italy), Chairman
Raymond Lemaire (Belgium), Reporter
Jose Bassegoda-Nonell (Spain)
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1964 - Venice Charter

Luis Benavente (Portugal)
Djurdje Boskovic (Yugoslavia)
Hiroshi Daifuku (UNESCO)
P.L de Vrieze (Netherlands)
Harald Langberg (Demmark)
Mario Matteucci (Italy)

Jean Merlet (France)

Carlos Flores Marini (Mexico)
Roberto Pane (Italy)

S.C.J. Pavel (Czechoslovakia)
Paul Philippot (ICCROM)
Victor Pimentel (Peru)

Harold Plenderleith (ICCROM)

Deoclecio Redig de Campos (Vatican)

Jean Sonnier (France)
Francois Sorlin (France)
Eustathios Stikas (Greece)
Mrs. Gertrud Tripp (Austria)
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