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Contents of this Volume in Brief
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By Yumi Isabelle NAITO-AKIEDA

With deep regrets, we learnt the loss of two of
our eminent members: Dr. Shinsuke Arai, who has
played a central role in establishing the discipline
of underwater heritage in Japan. and Dr. Kiyotari
Tsuboi, former President of ICOMOS Japan and
Honorary Member of ICOMOS, whose work has been
instrumental in organizing the administrative base of
protection and management of archaeological sites.
We will miss them for their distinctive character and

pioneering approach to heritage protection.

The third volume of this vear follows up on the
topic of disaster recovery and preparedness. The
situation in Kumamoto was shared to members in the
report on the ICOMOS Japan damage assessment
mission. The two contributions from the Kumamoto
Forum highlighted the importance of deeply
involving human resources, learning from previous
experiences, creating cooperative frameworks and
drafting out new methodologies that adapt recovery
and mitigation to actual local conditions, The report
on the Sendai Framework with its "Build Back
Better” principle is now available in downloadable
pdf form.

The organization of the two simultaneous
exhibitions about Afghanistan showcased new
ways of cooperating to long term recovery with
highly motivated teams making insightful use of
new technologies. The mission to post-earthquake
Nepal underlined the importance of holding prior
discussions on Japan's stance to cooperation,
stressing the need to unfold swift response in

conjunction with actual recovery projects.

Put in face of unexpected challenges in “risk
preparedness”, the 40th World Heritage Committee
held in Istanbul could not cover its full agenda. While
the approval of the extension to the property of the
Kii Mountain Range has been postponed to October,
endeavors for the serial nomination of the work of
Le Corbusier, including the Museum of Western
Art in Tokyo, have been rewarded with inseription,
Nevertheless. meeting discussions underscored
the need to deepen “Dialogues” paving the way
to establishing satisfying methods for all parties
working on inscribing new properties. Through
this "dialogue” with ICOMOS the nomination of the
Christian sites of Nagasaki came to focus on the
cultural traditions of the period when Christianity
was forbidden.

Two subcommittees have issued documents
reaching for wider audiences: one outlines the need
for a comprehensive approach in dealing with bulfer
zones in Japan, while the other is a statement about
a view on Mount Fuji from Tokyo.

The regular ICOMOS Japan Seminar by a
laureate of the 2015 Encouragement Award took
us wandering into world heritage sites appealing to
the palate, identifying ways of enhancing cultural
heritage landscapes. The new book on Borobudur
is the outcome of research on the impact of a site
masterplan and WH protection system to a country’s
methodology in heritage protection.

ICOMOS Academy activities are being reviewed
both in approach and contents for more effective
input by members; vour ideas are welcome. The
session with the University of Wisconsin provided
the opportunity for informal exchange conservation
approaches over continents and generations. We
also hope that the new column “Voices of new
members” will encourage active communication

amongst members, too.
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B?'“N 1COM,

Resolution 17 GA 2011/21 - Vista of Mount Fuji ~ {(F30)
The 17" General Assembly of ICOMOS,
Considering the importance of safeguarding historic urban landscapes and their heritage
vista as part of necessary support in the interpretation of urban heritage;
Recalling that the 36th UNESCO General Conference recently adopted the
Recommendation on Historic Urban Landscapes;
Noting that an ongoing high-rise development project (a 45 storey building for residential
use measuring approximately 160 metres in height ) in Shinjuku, Tokyo, is likely to block
the crucial vista of Mount.Fuji from one of the few remaining important viewing-points,
called Fujimizaka (Mount.Fuji-viewing slope) in Tokyo;
Requests that President of ICOMOS, in cooperation with ICOMOS Japan and International
Scientific Committees concerned, contacts the developer and the requisite responsible
authoritiesin Tokyo to assist in re-evaluating the development in view of the importance of
maintaining the vistas of Mt.Fuji and to support the development of guidelines to protect
the last remaining vistas of Mount Fuji;
Also requests the ICOMOS National and International Scientific Committees to engage in
awareness raising campaigns to protect heritage vistas and key views in heritage settings in
line with the recent UNESCO Recommendation on Historic Urban Landscapes
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