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Contents of this Volume in Brief

Japan ICOMOS Information 10-4

By Yumi Isabelle NAITO-AKIEDA

Closing the year, the fourth and last volume
for 2016 features special articles on the theme
of Reconstruction, which had been selected by
ICOMOS as the theme of the year. Gathered
independently from the different meetings on the
theme hosted by ICOMOS throughout the world
and the vear, the articles discuss the topic from
three specifically Japanese viewpoints: the question
of terms, approached in parallel with trends in
research and reconstruction on the field; the
case of Tokyo's first office building shed light on
reconstruction as a planning and design process; an
analysis of “reconstruction” in Japan from 50 years
of field experience, has led to define categories of
reconstruction in practice., and points out different
backgrounds, requirements, issues and results for

each category.

Reports of activities with an international
scope start with the Annual General Assembly
and Advisory Committee Meeting in Istanbul,
where participants discussed issues including the
revision of statutes, the participation of young
professionals and the relationships with universities.
The anniversary symposium of JCIC Heritage
outlined the fruit of 10 years of activities to build
a platform where administrations, institutions
and private come together to represent Japan in
international cooperation for cultural heritage. and
set out objectives for cooperation projects into the
future. A special text about Modern World Heritage
and Japan's contribution to modern architecture
and its legacy calls for increased efforts in raising

awareness about this little-represented category of

built heritage.

The same issue of awareness and understanding
of values was raised for the building of the former
savings bank in Kumamoto, the only specimen of
modern architecture in the city to have survived
both the Second World War and the earthquake
of April this vear without a crack to its original
structure. Properly assessed, it could become a
focal point for the recovery and reconstruction
work of Kumamoto. While more time is required to
get the full picture of damage to heritage after the
earthquake, the distribution of recovery funds to
cover also non-designated categories and measures
to keep up the motivation of owners of damaged
buildings need to be addressed urgently. Other
news from domestic activities include the report of
board meeting members’ visit to Tomo-no-ura, which
provided a good understanding of the current state
and issues of the preservation of the port town's

historic district.

ISC reports include that of ISCS held in Glasgow,
and that of ICOFORT held in Uruguay. While there
were several participants who made presentations
during the annual meeting of the former, it was the
first time that a member from Japan took part to that

of the latter.

World Heritage news bring in a fresh breeze with
the report of Tsukuba University's new initiative
for training the youth in an often-quoted aspect of
WH that still calls for much to be done, in bringing
together cultural and natural aspects of heritage, in
treating the question of cultural landscapes and the
evaluation of mixed properties. The thorough visit by
the ICOMOS evaluation mission to Okinoshima, the
next property nominated by Japan. shows another

careful step forward into the listing process.
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Modern World Heritage

Sheridan BURKE
President ICOMOS International Scientific
Committee on Twentieth-Century, Adjunct Professor

University of Canberra, Director GML Heritage.

Modern heritage takes many forms: the buildings,
towns, civic infrastructure, cultural landscapes and
parks of the Twentieth-Century are all around us
in daily life; but identifying and protecting exactly
which of these places has heritage value has been

a slow process at local, national and global levels.
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Before we have time to select and assess what

components have heritage significance. we must deal
with pressures and demands for intervention, change
and alteration. Too often modern heritage places of
the recent past are at risk of incremental damage
and sudden irretrievable loss.

Even at the international heritage level. modern
heritage places are inadequately represented on
the World Heritage list. After almost 44 vyears
of operation of the UNESCO World Heritage
Convention, less than 3% are sites of modern era.
More broadly, the increasing geographic and (
thematic imbalance of the sites which are being listed
has become a cause of ongoing concern to the World
Heritage Committee. To improve the “balance” of
the list, a global strategy is now being implemented
to develop a more credible, representative World
Heritage List.

The International Council of Monuments and Sites
(ICOMOS). which is the cultural heritage adviser to
UNESCO, undertook a major analysis of the sites
already inscribed on the World Heritage List, and
the sites which will likely in future be proposed
for listing from national tentative lists, publishing
in 2005 The World Heritage List: Filling the Gaps.
Not surprisingly, the ICOMOS study revealed L
over-representation on the World Heritage list
of sites in Europe, of historic towns and religious
monuments, of Christianity, and ‘elitist’” architecture
(in comparison to vernacular buildings). Analysis
showed that despite the fact the buildings and
places of the Twentieth-Century literally dominate
globally, the identified heritage places of the modern
era were very under-represented on the World
Heritage List. In the first decade of the Convention's
operation, of the 285 sites that had been listed.
only three properties were representative of the
Twentieth-Century. the former concentration and

extermination camp of Auschwitz-Birkenau, in




Poland, the city of Brasilia and seven buildings by
Antoni Gaudi in Barcelona.

Achieving a more credible and balanced World
Heritage list is an important objective of UNESCO's
World Heritage Convention, 1972, which aims
promote co-operation among nations to protect
heritage around the world, through identifying
places that are of such outstanding universal value
that their conservation is important for current and
future generations.

The World Heritage Committee resolved to take a
number of steps to close these gaps through training.
education and the development of identification
and management tools. Targetting attention on
modern heritage. the UNESCO World Heritage
Centre initiated a series of regional public awareness
meetings to support identification of modern heritage
places that were held in the USA, Mexico, Egypt.
Eretria and India. It was clear that the under-
representation of Twentieth-Century heritage
listings at World Heritage level was also problematic
in local, state and national listings, and developing
public awareness is a criticl factor in growing support
for modern heritage conservation.

ICOMOS increased its efforts to support the
identification and conservation of Twentieth-
Century heritage places, establishing a specialist
International Scientific Committee on Twentieth-
Century Heritage (ISC20C) with a wide research and
education role, which has been active through the
ICOMSO professional network of more than 9,000
professional members worldwide.

The ISC20C initiated the development of
international guidelines for the conservation of
modern architectural heritage, which was published
as Approaches for the Conservation of Twentieth-
Century Architectural Heritage, Madrid Document,
(2014), and has now been translated into a dozen

languages which is in wide use internationally.
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An open access on-line Modern Heritage Toolkit
of international case studies and exemplars of
excellent modern heritage conservation has been
created http://icomos-isc20c.org/id5.html. The
development of a Twentieth-Century heritage
thematic framework for the comparative analysis
of modern heritage places, supported by the Getty
Conservation Institute, is underway. Organizations
such as Docomomo and the International Union
of Architects (UIA) have initiated registers of
significant architectural places, greatly accelerating
the documentation of architectural heritage of the
modern era.

But just what is modern heritage? How does it
differ from previous eras? The heritage places of the
Twentieth-Century demonstrate the major shifts
in construction technology. use of new materials,
changed functional requirements and the impacts
of mass transportation that paved the way for
new social, architectural, and planning approaches.
Buildings. places and activities no longer needed to
reflect the locality: they needed no climatic, cultural,
historical or social reference. It is arguable that
houses such as the Tugendhat Villa in the Czech
Republic and the Rietveld Schréder House Utrecht
Netherlands, could have been built almost anywhere
that their authors chose to work. Le Corbusier
designed Unite d Habitation residential buildings in
Russia, Germany and four in France, demonstrating
the universality of good modern design.

Huge population growth and mass migration,
increased prosperity and massive rebuilding
following two world wars and mass car ownership
resulted in building booms internationally in the
second half of the century, which created new,
dense housing forms and transport infrastructure.
The Berlin Housing estates, new capital cities such
as Brasilia, Le Havre in France and Canberra in

Australia. and memorials such as the Hiroshima
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Peace memorial in Japan exemplify these modern
historic themes

With transportation changes and post war
political developments came the emergence of the
“international architect”, and the National Museum
of Western Art (NMWA) in Tokyo is evidence of
the impact of the work of an extraordinary creative
genius, Le Corbusier, a man whose work epitomises
the evolution of the scope of architectural profession
in the Twentieth-Century. The NMWA building was
designed by Le Corbusier but actually implemented
through the collegiate exchange he facilitated with
his Japanese associates, Junzo Sakakura, Kunio
Maekawa, and Takamasa Yoshizaka, each of whom
had worked and studied in Le Corbusier's Paris office
at various times, and who executed and refined his
initial design concept into a functional reality for the
government and people of Japan, in Ueno Park.

The work of Le Corbusier, in particular his writing
and teaching, had a significant impact on modern
Japanese architecture in the post-war era. His books
were swiftly translated into Japanese and in several
cases were simultaneously published in Japanese
editions. Le Corbusier's work came to epitomise a
new approach to architectural theory and planning
practice through the mid Twentieth-Century. The
NMWA was the first of a range of civic buildings
(notably city halls, as many new municipalities were
founded after 1953) built in the post-war Japan, which
reflected aspects of Le Corbusier's standard building
and construction theories.

Japan's architectural contribution to modern
architecture internationally is hugely important. It
has provided a unique well spring of contemporary
architectural concepts and ideas that are globally
relevant in an era of increasing urbanisation and the
need to live in smaller spaces. Civic architecture,
such as the extraordinary work of Kenzo Tange,

exemplified in the Yoyogi National Gymnasium
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(1964) : Junzo Sakakura's Museum of Modern Art

at Kamekura (1951), and Kunio Maekawa's Tokyo
Bunka Kaikan (1961) each demonstrate unique
visions of modern architecture which demand
the highest level of recognition and protection.
Contemporary Japanese architects, amongst them
SANAA and Shigeru Ban, exert enormous influence
internationally and continue to challenge. diversify
and encourage the internationally significant legacies

of 20th Century Modernism.

WORLD HERITAGE MODERN LISTINGS (

July 2016 )
The World Heritage List includes 1052 properties

forming part of the cultural and natural heritage

which the World Heritage Committee considers as

having outstanding universal value. These include

814 cultural, 203 natural and 35 mixed properties.

The modern heritage properties are:

1.Listed1979 Former concentration and
extermination camp of Auschwitz-Birkenau,
Poland

2Listed 1984 The Works of Antonio Gaudi (7), Spain

3.Listed 1987 Brasilia, Lucia Costa and Oscar
Neimeyer, 1957 Brazil

4Listed 1994 Skogskyrkogarden Woodlawn (
Cemetery Asplund & Lewerenz 1917-1920
Sweden

5.Listed 1996 Bauhaus and its sites Weimar and
Dessau Walter Gropius et al 1919-33 Germany

6.Listed 1996 The Hiroshima Peace Memorial
(Genbaku Dome) 1945 Japan

7Listed 1996 Defence line of Amsterdam
fortifications controlling waters 1883-1920
Netherlands

8.Listed 1998 Wouda steam pumping station 1920
Netherlands

9.Listed 1999 Robben Island South Africa

10.Listed 2000 The Rietveld Schrioder House 1924




Utrecht Netherlands

11.Listed 2000 The Ciudad Universitaria de Caracas,
Carlos Raul Villanueva, 1940 -1960 Venezuela

12.Listed 2000 Victor Horta houses, Brussels, 1893-
1903 Belgium

13.Listed 2001 Tugendhat Villa Mies van der Rohe
1927-30 Czech Republic

14.Listed 2001 Zollverein Coal Mine XII Germany

15.Listed 2003 White City of Tel Aviv- Patrick
Geddes 1930s-1950s Israel

16.Listed 2004 Varberg Radio station & transmitter
equipment, 1922-24 towers Sweden

17.Listed 2004 Luis Barragan House and Studio 1948
Mexico

18.Listed 2005 Le Havre the city rebuilt by August
Perret 1945-6 France

19.Listed 2006 Sewell Mining Town Bradden
Copper Company 1905 Chile

20.Listed 2007 Central University City Campus of
the Universidad Nacional Auténoma de México
(UNAM), 1949 to 1952 Mexico

21.Listed 2007 Sydney Opera House Jorn Utzon
1957-73 Australia

22 Listed 2007 Kaiping Diaolou and Villages China

23 Listed 2008 Berlin Modernism Housing Estates
Bruno Taut, Martin Wagner and Walter Gropius,
1910-1933 Germany

24 Listed 2009 Stoclet House, Joseph Hoffman 1905-
11 Belgium

25 Listed 2010 Bikini Atoll. nuclear tests 1946 to 1958,
first H-bomb (1952).Marshall Islands

26.Listed 2011 Fagus Factory Alfeld Walter Gropius
1910 Germany

27 Listed 2012 Rabat, Modern Capital and Historic
City: A Shared Heritage, Morocco

28.Listed 2014 Van Nellefabriek, 1920 Netherlands

29 Listed 2015 Rjukan-Notodden Industrial Heritage
Site Norsk Hydro Company, Norway

30.Listed 2016 Pampulha Modern Ensemble, Oscar

JAPAN ICOMOS INFORMATION no4/2016

MU nrormation

REANICOM

Niemeyer, 1940 Brazil

31.Listed 2016 The Architectural Work of Le
Corbusier, an Outstanding Contribution to
the Modern Movement, 17 sites in Argentina,
Belgium, France, Germany. India. Japan.

Switzerland
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