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Japan ICOMOS Information 10-6

By Yumi Isabelle NAITO-AKIEDA

Halfway into 2017, the second volume of the
Information presents Japan ICOMOS activities for

the second trimester.

The Board meeting of March was followed by
this vear's first Japan ICOMOS Seminar. The theme
of the day was the legislative systems for the
conservation of historic towns and built landscapes:
issues posed by social and economic changes were
raised especially with regard to Japan's demographic
situation, and the presentation about the activities of
the Research Group pointed out differences between
the key terms used by field actors in conservation
and city/regional planning, for which explanations
could be sought in a parallel consideration with the
concepts and practices for “cultural landscapes”
and “historic urban landscapes” debated on the

international scene.

One year ago flash reports and appeals for
recovery from the Kumamoto Earthquake were
issued by ICOMOS Japan. Today, while endeavours
for recovery support more adapted to non-officially-
protected heritage structures are starting to
vield some results, many owners are still facing
the ultimatum between finding ways to finance
reconstruction too expensive to bear alone or using
the limited subvention available to dismantle their
damaged heritage buildings. Ever new solutions or
support have to be devised to strengthen private
platforms of volunteers to advise and interconnect
owners with administrations, and respond to each

different case in the most adapted manner.

In one way concluding the questioning on
Reconstruction approached by ICOMOS over
2016, but in another way opening future paths for
debate, the University Forum Workshop provided
the opportunity to revise the wide variety of
understandings which the term “reconstruction”
holds, including not only interventions for phyvsical
structures, but also the recovery and renaissance
of related communities, their self-respect and social
vitality.

Other international activities and Symposia
include the presentation in Vietnam of pioneers of
modern architecture in ASEAN countries, and a
meeting to discuss the possibilities offered by the
Blue Shield in the field of disaster mitigation of
heritage as well as increased networking for the
setting up of a national committee for September
2019.

Two subcommittees. one for the vista and settings
and the other for Tomo-no-Ura, report of cases
where Japan ICOMOS plays a role of mediation:
the first calls on developers and governments for
an adaptation of measures to respect sequential
landscape as well as caution regarding a construction
project affecting the vista of Gaien in Tokyo, while
the other seeks to bring together resident groups
and local administrators for dialogue before action
over a development that affects the heritage values

of the historic port.

The call for the fourth Japan ICOMOS Awards
is launched: please note that the deadline for
submission of candidatures has been reviewed and
falls in the end of July, and spread the word to submit

yvour favourite conservation projects!
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