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By Yumi Isabelle NAITO-AKIEDA

It is with profound sadness that we learned this
autumn the sad news of the passing of two amongst
our most eminent members, Dr. Naomi Okawa in
September and Dr. Nobuo Ito in October.

Dr. Okawa’s input which integrated the approach
of history and anthropology into the study of
architectural history has been instrumental to the
furthering of research methodology of Japanese
traditional housing and farmhouses. Also, he
introduced case studies from Europe to point out
a distinctive viewpoint regarding the Japanese
legislation for cultural properties and the protection
of historic towns.

Dr. Ito will be remembered for his dedication and
gentle yet steadfast position in building international
understanding about the Japanese contribution
to the concept of repair of heritage buildings and
authenticity. His passing took us by surprise, just
as the Fukuoka meetings were being concluded;
more articles about his work will feature in our next

volume.

The Fukuoka meetings were certainly a
memorable highlight among ICOMOS Japan’s
activities this year. The second time after the Nara
meeting of 1994 that Japan hosts ICOMOS meetings
of this scale, more than 200 participants from 56
countries gathered over a period of 10 days and
celebrated ICOMOS’ 50th anniversary of conciliation
for diversity and peace. The program was really
very full but perfectly organized. Meetings, side
events, receptions and site visits, made us feel like
time was flying, and yet every guest certainly

enjoyed Fukuoka and Japanese autumn to their full.

During special visits to Hiroshima, Miyajima and

Tomonoura, ICOMOS Board members met locals.

The visit of the Tateyama Sabo which followed the
last Board Meeting offered a glimpse of a distinctive
and dynamic approach to disaster prevention.

Risks to heritage, especially in the background
of current international conflicts, were debated
during the 17th JCIC Heritage Seminar in Tokyo
and the ICORP annual meeting in Fukuoka. This

newsletter also features an interview of a French-

" Syrian member who came to Fukuoka.

Days before, during and after the Fukuoka
meetings also provided the right opportunity for
a few ISCs to hold their meetings in Japan, such
as ICORP and the ISC 20C Heritage meeting for
ASEAN. Meanwhile, the CIAV+ICTC meeting in
Thailand focused on “Timber Heritage and Cultural
Tourism”, gathering participants from many Asian

as well as several European countries.

Japanese sites inscribed on the World Heritage List
celebrated anniversaries. While the first anniversary
of Tomioka provided international and Japanese
experts the opportunity to review the sites’ issues
and potentials, the celebration of the 20th year
of Gokayama as WH showcased the importance
and renewed strength of the local community,
especially the young generations, children and their
education. The “Fujisan Vision” document presented
action plans for a comprehensive approach to the

management of the site.

Other JICOMOS Japan activities are advancing,
such as the selection of 20th century heritage, and
the ICOMOS Academy in partnership with ANA,

which successfully carried out its first tour for the

~ general public in Romania.
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In Memory of Prof. Nobuo Ito
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Gustavo Araoz

The passing of Professor Nobuo Ito is undoubtedly
a reason for great sadness and mourning in all of
ICOMOS, especially those in ICOMOS Japan, with
whom we share his loss. Professor Tto was one of our
treasures, admired and liked by all of us who were
touched by him.

In looking back at his life, along with our
sadness, we must also celebrate the enormous
contribution he made to the international field of
heritage conservation. In the great wisdom that
was concealed with his naturally honest modesty,
Professor Ito made sure that the world learned that
the Japanese way of viewing heritage was not an
exceptionalism of Japanese culture, but a broader
and more profound 'way of doing so that could find
a comfortable fit in all the world cultures; and so,
the Nara Document, whose creation he facilitated,
has gone from East to West and back to the East,
transforming along every stop the way we all now
understand cultural heritage in its full complexity.

I was honored to be on the stage at UNESCO in

Paris when Esteban Prieto awarded him the Gazzola

Prize, as well as later in Tokyo when ICOMOS Japan
celebrated his award and his achievements. They
were happy and memorable moments.

The photo below was taken in Himeji in 2012, and [
distinctly remember that we were discussing - what

else?? - the nature of authenticity.
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Mr. Samir ABDULAC (ICOMOS France)

Interviewer: Yumi Isabelle NAITO-AKIEDA

Q:What was the purpose(s) of your visit to Japan?
S.A. It is my habit to attend the Advisory Committee
meetings. This year, ICOMOS Japan kindly
invited me to come and attend the meeting in
Fukuoka. Especially, I was asked to present
a paper for the symposium held for the 50th
anniversary of ICOMOS, and talk about the
challenges that ICOMOS is facing because of

war and conflict.

Q : What is your main field of interest?

S.A. My principal interest at this moment is the
current crisis of the Mid-East: war, looting and
voluntary destruction due to the crisis. This
includes not only Syria and Iraq, but also Yemen.
We are also very worried about Libya, and the

question of Palestina may be added as well.

Q : What is your main work at the moment?

S.A.: I take part to ICOMOS missions that concern
World Heritage, and 1 also participate
in missions and give advice to different
governments. For example, recently I have been
involved in the case of the Kashah of Algier, and
the Pyramids of Giza in Egypt.

In France, I have served as Vice President
for ICOMOS France and currently I am
its Secretary General. With 1200 members,
ICOMOS France is the national committee
with the largest number of members, and

accordingly it has numerous activities.
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Mr. Samir ABDULAC (ICOMOS France)

Q : A message to the members of ICOMOS Japan.
S.A.: First of all I would like to send a message of
congratulations to those who are members of
ICOMOS Japan. Then, I would like to take this
opportunity to invite and appeal to others to
join in our work, too, and invite our friends to
join ICOMOS Japan as well. Also, I would like to
call on ICOMOS Japan members to participate
widely to all international activities of ICOMOS.
Thank you very much.
(29th October 2015, in Fukuoka)
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