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Contents of this volume in brief

Japan ICOMOS Information 9-2

By Yumi Isabelle NAITO-AKIEDA

Japan ICOMOS Information 9-2 showcases the
wide range of concerns and activities of members,

both on the international and national scenes.

The opening words from the President remind us
that World Heritage issues are high on the agenda
in different forms. Indeed, the World Heritage
Committee due to meet in Cambodia will discuss
new nominations, projecting the contribution of
ICOMOS members at different levels of heritage
work into the centre of public attention. Meanwhile,
the Special Committee for World Heritage called
by the Agency for Cultural Affairs has announced
prospects for sites on Japan's Tentative List. Review
of the current state of issues for properties in Japan
already on the List welcomed reports about many
positive developments, reminding us that success
in the World Heritage process lies in continuing

conservation work.

The loss of Professor Katagiri, a dedicated trainer
of both researchers and field workers, leaves all of
us who have learnt from him in deep grief. The task
left for us is to succeed his work for heritage sites of

Asia with re-born energy.

International cooperation and contribution of
Japan to comprehensive heritage protection and
conservation is alive and kicking! While Japanese
expertise may contribute for colleagues in Bhutan to
set up legislation and conservation systems suited to
their cultural specificities, future developments of the
project are expected to reward us with a renewed

understanding of the heritage discipline.

The ICOMOS Seminar provided insights
about industrial heritage. namely the process of
collaboration among local stakeholders toward
the inscription of Iwami Ginzan Silver Mines.
Reports on the meeting of the ISC on Theory
and Philosophy, and activities of three Japan
ICOMOS Subcommittees show that progress in
mutual understanding about heritage issues in
Japan and internationally is quietly but surely
under way. Issues considered in architectural
paintings highlighted the need to further share
the understanding of concepts and actual practice
among Asian countries. Defining and clarifying basis
concepts regarding “industrial heritage in operation”
raised interesting considerations of contrast between
“operating sites” and “heritage”; concepts newly
defined from current Japanese cases certainly
should stimulate future international discussion.
Reversely, international experience shared through
the ICOMOS community is expected to help, in the
current concerns for settings in urban context, speed
up the application process of much-needed guidelines

to protect views.

ICOMOS Japan members are also actively
interacting with other organizations in related
fields: so it is with TICCIH, and with the World
Archaeological Congress which is expected to hold

its next general assembly in Kyoto in 2016.

Finally, the two new series introduced in this
volume of the Information in addition to the
interviews series, short news from members’
activities abroad, and new publications presented
by their authors, bring to the membership a more
complete picture of the rich diversity of international
activities which constitute the growing dynamism of
Japan ICOMOS.
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