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Contents of this volume in brief
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By Yumi Isabelle NAITO-AKIEDA

The contents of this volume of the Japan ICOMOS
Information comes under three main themes:
developments in World Heritage matters, reports
on activities related to 20th century architectural
heritage, and advancement of initiatives in Japan
regarding categories of heritage that are receiving

new attention.

This volume sees the development of some of the
issues raised in the previous volume regarding World
Heritage. The inscription of "Fujisan, sacred place
and source of artistic inspiration” in mid-June was
definitely a highlight that sparked interest among
the wide public. While issues about conservation,
tourism and comprehensive management need to be
addressed urgently as regards Fujisan, the decision
of the Government for the nomination of Kamakura
after the evaluation by ICOMOS provides us with
important directions to lead further reflection and
activities about heritage as a whole both in Japan

and internationally.

Expectation is high for us Japan ICOMOS
members to continue our work in developing
scientific discussion about the contents of Heritage,
and convey new insights about distinctive forms of
cultural diversity and value systems that are specific
to Asia. These may be indeed an important message
carried by World Heritage towards the international

audience both expert and public.

Discussions of the Committee held in Cambodia
also stressed the need for increased dialogue

between Advisory Committees and State Parties

in regard to both new nominations and the
consideration of the state of conservation of those

properties already on the List.

Dialogue is essential on every level of heritage
protection and conservation. This is indeed the
lesson we can learn from the experience of both the
13th and 14th Subcommittees of Japan ICOMOS.
We can but only deplore the lack of timely dialogue
that eventually lead to the loss of a major view on
Mt Fuji from Tokvo concealed by new construction
(ironically coinciding with the property’s inscription
to the World Heritage List), and the impact of current
works on the architectural values of the Kyoto
Kaikan as a 20th century architectural heritage.
Dialogue here would not only need to involve local
and national stakeholders; it should also integrate
outcomes from international debate, thus being a
field in which the proactive engagement of ICOMOS

members would play a significant role.

Two special events took place this year that
celebrate 20th century architectural heritage: the
100th anniversary of Kenzo Tange, and the long-
awaited inauguration of the National Archives of
Modern Architecture. We look forward to seeing
these pave the way to an increase in initiatives
and reflections related to the understanding of the
values of 20th century architecture and the practices

needed for their adequate conservation.

Preparations for new fields of heritage work are also
under way: a seminar about the Blue Shield provided
the opportunity to study the contribution of members
in the establishment of a National Committee, and
a Japan ICOMOS Subcommittee for underwater
heritage is due to be launched soon, providing for a
field in which Japan has much to accomplish in the

future both in the Asian and world context.
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1) Sharing and experiencing the identity of
communities through tourism and interpretation

2) Landscape as cultural habitat

3) Sustainability through traditional knowledge

4) Community driven conservation and local
empowerment

5) Emerging tools for conservation practice
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