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Contents of this volume in brief
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By Yumi Isabelle NAITO-AKIEDA

Containing the full report of the Japan ICOMOS
General Assembly held in Tokvo in early December,
the first number of this Information for 2014 gives us
a comprehensive overview of the activities of Japan
ICOMOS in the year 2013. Quite an active year has
passed indeed; however we are to expect another with
even more commitments, as [COMOS plans to hold
its General Assembly this year, coinciding with the
20th anniversary of the Nara Document and the 50th

anniversary of the Venice Charter.

All of us were caught in great shock by the news
of the sudden loss of Professor Hiroyuki Suzuki. His
decades-long engagement in the architectural debate
extended well beyond the duality of the architect’s
role in between creation and architectural history,
and provided us with profound insights about both
Europe and Japan. His ability to mediate between
research, professional, administrative fields and the
general public will be very sorely missed, and not only
in this special vear. This number of the Information
also features reports about 20th century architecture
and the conservation of Tokyo Station, two causes
for which Professor Suzuki's contribution have heen

instrumental.

The reports about the 20th century architecture
ISC meeting, its symposium and workshop
highlighted several themes where members’
proactive participation is anticipated. The MAP20
Program is one but several projects that promise
interesting outcomes, especially as issues raised
regarding the conservation of 20th century

architecture in Asian countries emphasized the

need for analysis on the impacts of modernization
and interpretation of Western cultural influences in
different countries’ contexts.

Increased debate and participation amongst
Japanese heritage community is also keenly expected
for the rising field of underwater cultural heritage, for

instance in Micronesia.

This number also contains two reports about recent
causes of concern in relation to World Heritage sites.
The project for building a monorail to climb the
Wakakusavama in Nara, as proposed by the Governor
of the prefecture, could not but raise widespread
doubt. Plans to build in an area that is not only
protected under the national laws, but is also within
the World Heritage buffer zone has prompted us to
issue a letter of concern.

Another case that calls for increased attention, is the
“reconstruction” of the foot of the Buddha in Bamiyan,
Afghanistan. Actual works are reported to have been
carried out even though consensus had not been
reached amongst academics, international committees

and teams on the site.

To sum up the first issue of 2014 with positive notes,
the establishment of the Japan ICOMOS Awards and
the report on the works of Tokyo Station come last
but not least. The Seminar held after the General
Assembly in December guided us through half a
decade of works at the Station. The project was
probably one of the most challenging in the recent
history of architectural conservation in Japan; and
vet, the manifold challenge of conserving the historic
values of a building used to its full in contemporary
society and economy while ensuring the security of
the public, was masterfully completed with great
expertise. Bravo to the team and the conservation

architect!
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1L —@ERt
1. FEELVERR 7.382.882
2.0z A
=R 3,302,000
20115 ES 10,000
2012 HES 130,000
20135 E S 1,102,000
2014 ES 2,050,000
201555 10,000
HAESAR 300,000
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=R EgT 90,420
HR 7,455
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