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Contents of this Volume in Brief
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By Secretariat

Having finished the first half of the year 2014, this
volume of the Japan ICOMOS Information gives us
an insight to the variety of activities that members
have been involved with, which seems to foretell the

active, busy, and exciting second half to come.

What drew our attention at the Executive Board
Meeting were the cases where Japanese cultural
heritage was coming to grips with development plans.
Reports have also been given on the 18th ICOMOS
General Assembly due to take place in November
this year, as well as the preparation of the Nara+20

document planned to be unveiled during the GA.

Congratulations to everyone involved in the
nomination of the Tomioka Sillk Mill and Related Sites!
This news will certainly encourage other sites in Japan
seeking for World Heritage status. Among them is
the “Tateyama-Kurobe” site, a set of sand arrestation
dams built along the furious Joganji River. The
site embodies the way humans have struggled and
worked to resist natural disasters; it bears a unique
value as heritage of disaster prevention.

The remark made at the international symposium
“Silk Country in Gunma” was what we must then bear
in mind ; a Nomination to World Heritage is not at all
a goal, and what becomes the next priority is how we
present our cultural heritage to the world, preserve it
with the help of local people, and create a new culture.

Apropos of World Heritage, concerns have also
arisen in different parts of the globe. The deadly
earthquake which hit the Bohol area of Philippines
in October 2013 has done devastating damage on

cultural heritage, some even on the World Heritage

List. On the other hand, the construction of new
“feet” for Bamivan's Buddha is storming a world-wide
debate. A number of Japan ICOMOS members have
long been involved with these sites, and are asking

for continued support.

The sudden loss of Mr. Satoshi Yamato is a tragedy
for the field of heritage conservation in Japan. A
distinguished conservation architect he was and only
10 days away from his retirement from the Bunkacho
(the Agency for Cultural Affairs); many experts were
looking forward to his further success in the field.
Perhaps coping with these hard times might help us

heal part of our feeling of loss.

New ideas have been set forth in recently held
seminars and symposiums. At the seminar held on
“Historical Landscape Characterisation”, participants
were very impressed by how landscape is being
accepted as part of human rights.

Experts from different fields have gathered at the
symposium on geo-heritage, defined as "monuments
composed mainly of soil and earthen ground”. Further
interdisciplinary approach is being expected for the

sake of this rather new concept.

New approaches and plans are coming ahead inside
Japan ICOMOS as well. New forms of partnerships
are being explored, in view of widening the range of
cooperation strategies. The selection of 20th century
heritage is about to commence, following the proposal
by ISC20C. And last but not least, the application
guidelines for the Japan ICOMOS Award have been
released, and the application form is available on our
website. Be sure to apply now, to become the first

Japan ICOMOS Award winner!
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