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By Secretariat

The third volume of the Japan ICOMOS Information
for 2014 starts off with a brief summary of the
Executive Board Meeting of Japan ICOMOS held on
June 14th.

As it is reported in the latter part of the volume, the
monorail project in Wakakusayama has momentarily
come to a halt as a result of a meeting held by Nara
Prefecture in July. The Japan ICOMOS statement
arguing against this project may have, to a certain
extent, had an effect toward this decision.

On the other hand. the alarming situation in
Tomo-no-ura was brought onto the table again.
Its historic buildings are facing severe damages
while preservation projects are delayed, and NPOs
concerned with these issues are now asking Japan
ICOMOS for support.

As for activity within Japan ICOMOS, a report
was received about the first meeting of the 15th
subcommittee, regarding the Convention for
the Protection of Underwater Cultural Heritage.
Problematic issues were identified in the course of free

discussion and summarized to eight points.

At the 38th session of the World Heritage
Committee held in Doha, Qatar, 26 new sites were
added to the World Heritage List, which now
counts 1,007 sites. Congratulations to Tomiokal
However, more than half of the resolutions regarding
nominations were made incongruently with
recommendations by ICOMOS, a fact that cannot but
raise extreme concerns among experts.

Despite this apprehension, another year has
commenced for parties working to see their sites

inscribed on the List, and for Japan, the “Churches and

Christian Sites in Nagasaki” have been declared to be
the next site to be submitted by the Government.
The Tksan Historic Areas is also a World
Heritage nominee from South Korea, consisting of 7
properties that date back to the Baekje kingdom. An
international symposium has been held celebrating
the 25th anniversary of the excavation at one of its

components, the Waggung-Ri Burial Mounds.

Our fellow members have also participated in
international meetings regarding the preservation of
cultural properties. One of them was the International
Conference on Conservation of Stone and Earthen
Architectural Heritage, where some 200 participants
gathered held in Gongju, South Korea. The other
was the International Conference held in Nara,
entitled “Revisiting the Philosophy of Preserving
Wooden Structures: Restoration Method for Wooden
Structures and Its Philosophy”, and whose conclusions

are also presented in this volume.

The report on the activities around the Nara
Document on Authenticity and its 20th Anniversary
gives us a clear picture of how the Document came
about, and what Nara + 20 is trying to set forth after
20 years.

In Cape Town, South Africa, a workshop on the
Document has been held with regards to this 20th
anniversary project. The discussions are elaborated
as the “Robben Island Recommendation” and planned

to be revealed at the General Assembly in Florence.

As for the ANA X Japan ICOMOS Partnership,
the first lecture of the ICOMOS Academy has been
successfully carried out. Yet, any support and more
ideas on cultural tourism from our fellow members

are very welcome!
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Conclusions of International Conference 2013

"Revisiting the Philosophy of Preserving Wooden Structures:
Restoration Method for Wooden Structures and Its Philosophy"

Preface

The International Conference on “Revisiting the Philosophy of Preserving Wooden Structures:
Restoration Method for Wooden Structures and Its Philosophy” was co-organised by the Cultural
Heritage Protection Cooperation Office, Asia-Pacific Cultural Centre for UNESCO (ACCU Nara) and
World Heritage Institute of Training and Research for the Asia and the Pacific Region under the
auspices of UNESCO (WHITRAP Shanghai). The scope of the conference was to look into the
developments in conservation policies particularly concerning wooden heritage structures over the two
decades since the Nara Conference on Authenticity in 1994. It was the first of three conferences that
are to be organized over a three year period, and it took place in Nara from 17 to 19 December 2013,

Eighteen invited experts, and several observers, attended the conference representing WHITRAP,
ACCU, and ICCROM, as well as governmental and research institutions from Bhutan, China,
Indonesia, India, Japan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Vietnam. On 17 December, guided visits were
organized to examine conservation work in Shonen-ji Temple (Imai cho), and in Horyii-ji Temple.
During subsequent two days (18 and 19 December), a special lecture on conservation philosophy, two
Keynote Speeches, and seven Case Study Reports were presented.

The participants appreciated the hospitality, sponsorship, and excellent organization by ACCU and
WHITRAP, They commended this collaborative initiative aimed at addressing conservation
philosophy and methodologies in the light of contemporary challenges and discourses, and adopted the
following recommendations.

Conclusions and Recommendations

Regarding the issue of authenticity, it was recognized that, together with the concept of cultural
landscape, the 1994 Nara Conference on Authenticity marked a significant paradigm shift in
conservation policies. The pre-Nara emphasis on material authenticity in heritage evaluation has now
broadened to include intangible aspects of heritage, and recognition of diversity. These concepts have
been further elaborated and specified in UNESCO’s international doctrine, including the 2003
convention on intangible heritage, the 2005 convention on heritage diversity, and the 2011
recommendation concerning the Historic Urban Landscape, showing an increasing broadening from
exceptional to common heritage.

While recognizing the continnously evolving heritage policies, the participants sustained that the
1994 Nara Document on Authenticity be maintained as a historic reference, similar to the 1964
Venice Charter. The emerging needs for relevant policies should be interpreted in new documents
and with reference to the 1994 Document.

Regarding operational interpretation of authenticity in conservation practice, the participants
observed that the pre-Nara emphasis on material authenticity and minimum intervention continues to
prevail in public policies on conservation of State protected built heritage. However, in the broader
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context of cultural landscape and urban conservation, such policies are not strictly attained to and may
actually need reconsideration. A gap is recognized between the on-going international debate on
heritage policies, and the national and local interpretation of authenticity. Challenges are encountered
in local interpretation due to inconsistent use of specific technical terms in different languages. A
more holistic view that takes into consideration local context and sources of information is desirable
for defining the significance of the property.

The concepts and principles of the 1994 Nara Document should be elaborated as practical
guidelines for undertaking conservation interventions, illustrated with select case studies. The
guidelines could start as an informal document, but once consolidated could be proposed for
adoption and publication by relevant institutions. The guidelines should be made multi-lingual with
a recommended glossary of terms.

There appears to be some confusion regarding the relationship between Integrity and Authenticity.
According to the WH Operational Guidelines, integrity refers to the process of identification of all the
elements that together define the significance of the property. Authenticity instead refers to the
qualification of such elements in terms of their truthfulness and credibility. It can be observed that, in
certain cases, part of the material authenticity of a property may be lost due to repairs or partial
reconstruction, while the architectural integrity gets re-established at the same time. In other cases, the
formal integrity may have been lost in ruined structures, while material authenticity of the remaining
fragments still exists.

The illustrated guidelines proposed above should discuss the different aspects of authenticity, e.g. in
relation to creative cultural expressions, historical material, and the social-cultural context of the
decision-making processes. Furthermore, discussion should extend to the conditions of integrity, e.g.
the identification and the cultural, functional, or symbolic relationship of elements that contribute
to the significance of a place in its context, and its state of conservation.

Further, the participants observed certain differences in current relationship between on-going
practices and traditional continuity. While there do exist genuine traditions inculcated over generations,
modern practices in conservation may easily cause changes if not properly controlled when excessive
resources are made available, e.g. from international tourism and/or globalized trade. These practices
may augment vulnerability of heritage due to increased pressure and lead to interventions such as the
19"-century idea of ‘period restoration’ that unfortunately continues to be an option for tourism
promotion.

Research institutions are therefore encouraged to undertake research projects on the history, the
recognition and treatment of human creative expressions in their context. Such research should
also take note of the evolution of the international doctrinal frameworks for conservation.

Regarding hierarchy of priorities, there is urgent need to clarify the significance of heritage resources
and how this relates to judgements on values. While authenticity is basically related to the significance
of the property, value judgements, instead, are the result of learning processes. These concerns should
be integrated into relevant capacity building programmes.
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