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By Yumi Isabelle NAITO-AKIEDA

Undeniably, the meeting held for the 20th
anniversary of the Nara Document on Authenticity
constitutes a highlight amongst all reports featured
in this volume, the last number of the Japan ICOMOS

Information for 2014.

Reports of activities other than those related
to “Nara”, in the last trimester of 2014, include a
symposium about the Silk Road and the Japanese
contribution to its inscription on the List of World
Heritage in June this year, a symposium on
geotechnical analysis and evaluation of sites related
to civil engineering, and the latest update to Japan
ICOMOS' progress report on the recovery after
the Great East Japan Earthquake of 2011. This
document outlines the approaches taken by different
stakeholders and the current state of recovery
through concrete examples for each type of heritage,
and has been taken to the ICOMOS GA in Firenze,
as its precedent had been presented at the previous

GA in Paris.

In September, Japan ICOMOS members have
reviewed Kyoto's latest developments in landscape
administration. Visits included areas of Kyoto where
the newly introduced restrictions on height, vista and
design of townscape have been enforced, as well as
the ongoing work site of Kyoto Kaikan, intervention
on which has been at the centre of debate in the
ISC for 20th century architecture and the 14th
subcommittee of Japan ICOMOS.

Japan ICOMOS regrets the loss of Professor

Keikichi Kihara. His unigque contribution to the

understanding and protection of historic towns in
Japan since the mid-1970s were characterized by his
extensive experience in journalism before turning in
to the academia. Although impossible to equal, those
who have been working closely with him already
have vowed to take over his spirit and optimism in

leading the seminars for which he used to report.

Japan ICOMOS is proud to finally present the
process of “Nara+20". The document, initiated
during the preparations of the 40th anniversary of
the World Heritage Convention in 2012 comes as a
conclusion to a process which took more than 2 years,
several expert meetings, and continued, intense, but
nevertheless impeccably organized debate over both
physical and virtual space. An important point was
made, that the question of authenticity approached
in the Nara Document as well as in Nara+20 ought
to be considered independently from the World
Heritage context. The process of adoption of Nara+20
is discussed by T. Kono; we owe a concise yet
complete summary of the meeting to M. Fujioka,
as well as personal comments to K. Ueno. He made
a good point about the reception of the concept of
“authenticity” amongst heritage experts in some
Asian countries as well as in the Japanese general
public. The Information also includes a compilation
of answers to a questionnaire conducted by Japan
ICOMOS among the participants to the meeting,
which shows that experts from different countries

acknowledged diverse influences to the Document.

In the next volume of our Information, we look
forward to reports on two General Assemblies: that
of Japan ICOMOS, which will take place in December
in Tokyo, and of course the General Assembly of
ICOMOS, held in Firenze in November. Best wishes
for an active end of 2014 and beginning of 2015!
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NARA + 20:
ON HERITAGE PRACTICES, CULTURAL VALUES,
AND THE CONCEPT OF AUTHENTICITY

Recalling the achievements of the 1994 Nara Document on Authenticity in setting principles of
respect and tolerance for cultural and heritage diversity around the world, and in expanding the
concepts of cultural value and authenticity in heritage practices;

Affirming the importance of community participation, social inclusion, sustainable practices and
intergenerational responsibility in the conservation of heritage;

Recognizing present challenges to the conservation and appreciation of cultural
heritage resulting from globalization, urbanization, demographic changes and new
technologies;

Acknowledging the rights of communities to maintain and transmit their particular
forms of tangible and intangible cultural expressions;

Building on international conventions and charters, and the work done in academic and
professional fora since the drafting of the Nara Document that have helped to expand
the scope of cultural heritage and underscore the importance of cultural context and
cultural diversity;

The Agency for Cultural Affairs (Government of Japan), in celebrating the 20"
anniversary of the Nara Document initiated a series of meetings of experts in
cooperation with Kyushu University to evaluate and learn from the practical experiences
of applying the Nara Document to the identification and management of heritage sites
over the last 20 years. This Nara+20 text, building on the Himeji Recommendation
identifies five key inter-related issues highlighting prioritized actions to be developed
and expanded within global, national and local contexts by wider community and
stakeholder involvement. These texts will be complemented by the proceedings of the
20" Anniversary of the Nara Document Meeting.

1. Diversity of heritage processes
Just as the Nara Document indicates that authenticity varies according to the cultural context,
the concept of cultural heritage itself assumes diverse forms and processes. In the last 20 years,
heritage management and conservation practices have increasingly taken into consideration the
social processes by which cultural heritage is produced, used, interpreted and safeguarded. In
addition, social processes and perceptions of authenticity have been affected by emerging
modes and technologies for accessing and experiencing heritage.

Further work is needed on methodologies for assessing this broader spectrum of
cultural forms and processes, and the dynamic interrelationship between tangible and
intangible heritage.
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2. Implications of the evolution of cultural values
The Nara Document acknowledges that cultural heritage undergoes a continuous process of
evolution. In the last 20 years, recognition of this evolution has created challenges for
heritage management and has led practitioners to question the validity of universal
conservation principles. In addition, during this period, fruitful engagement by communities
in heritage processes has given rise to the acceptance of new values that had previously gone
unrecognized. These changes require that the identification of values and the determination
of authenticity be based on periodic reviews that accommodate changes over time in
perceptions and attitudes, rather than on a single assessment.

A better understanding is needed of the processes by which authenticity can be
periodically assessed.

3. Involvement of multiple stakeholders
The Nara Document assigns responsibility for cultural heritage to specific communities that
generated or cared for it. The experience of the last 20 years has demonstrated that cultural
heritage may be significant in different ways to a broader range of communities and interest
groups that now include virtual global communities that did not exist in 1994. This situation is
further complicated by the recognition that individuals can be simultaneously members of more
than one community and by the imbalance of power among stakeholders, often determined by
heritage legislation, decision-making mechanisms, and economic interests. Those with authority
to establish or recognize the significance, value, authenticity, treatment and use of heritage
resources have the responsibility to involve all stakeholders in these processes, not forgetting
those communities with little or no voice. Heritage professionals should engage in community
matters that may affect heritage.

Further work is needed on methodologies to identify the rights, responsibilities,
representatives, and levels of involvement of communities.

4. Conflicting claims and interpretations
The Nara Document calls for respect of cultural diversity in cases where cultural values appear
to be in conflict. In the last 20 years it has become evident that competing values and meanings
of heritage may lead to seemingly irreconcilable conflicts. To address such situations, credible
and transparent processes are required to mediate heritage disputes. These processes would
require that communities in conflict agree to participate in the conservation of the heritage,
even when a shared understanding of its significance is unattainable.

Further work is needed on consensus-building methods to heritage practice.

5. Role of cultural heritage in sustainable development
The Nara Document does not specifically address issues of culture and development. Over the
last 20 years, however, the need for considering cultural heritage in sustainable development
and poverty reduction strategies has gained broad acceptance. The use of cultural heritage in
development strategies must take into account cultural values, processes, community concerns,
and administrative practices while ensuring equitable participation in socio-economic benefits.
The trade-offs between conservation of cultural heritage and economic development must be
seen as part of the notion of sustainability.

Further work is required to explore the role that cultural heritage can play in sustainable
development, and to identify methods of assessing trade-offs and building synergies so that
cultural values and community concerns are integrated in development processes.
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For the purpose of this document, the following interpretations of key words were used:

Authenticity: A culturally contingent quality associated with a heritage place, practice, or object
that conveys cultural value; is recognized as a meaningful expression of an evolving cultural
tradition; and/or evokes among individuals the social and emotional resonance of group

identity.

Conservation: All actions designed to understand a heritage property or element, know, reflect
upon and communicate its history and meaning, facilitate its safeguard, and manage change in
ways that will best sustain its heritage values for present and future generations.

Community: Any group sharing cultural or social characteristics, interests, and perceived
continuity through time, and which distinguishes itself in some respect from other groups.
Some of the characteristics, interests, needs and perceptions that define the distinctiveness of a

community are directly linked to heritage.

Cultural values: The meanings, functions, or benefits ascribed by various communities to
something they designate as heritage, and which create the cultural significance of a place or

object.

Information sources: all physical, written, oral, and figurative sources that underlie the
understanding and appreciation of the nature, specificities, meaning, and transmission of
cultural heritage and the collective memory it embodies.

Stakeholder: A person, group or organization who has a particular interest in the heritage on
the basis of special associations, meanings, and/or legal and economic interests, and who can
affect, or be affected, by decisions regarding the heritage.

Nara+20 was drafted in English and adopted by the participants at the Meeting on the 20™"
Anniversary of the Nara Document on Authenticity, held at Nara, Japan, from 22-24 October
2014, at the invitation of the Agency for Cultural Affairs (Government of Japan), Nara Prefecture

and Nara City.

TOLH) Tt A%EET Narat20 BN S 1
720 BE 20 FORMICHEFIZBIAICELL . £L<
DOETREALIEABIEBEANDOSIMAMEE S Nz,
ACBEEFH L 2 2VEAN, BEEHMADOBEO
Fiks RSB TRAEIEL 225D, HTLVE
WDOFEIZLY, TO—NN AT —VTCESIOR
flizalatr—a B EICRoT £ ¥ ¥ —
3y bOBVEIZE D MR, 74 FT7THEADLZ=)3—
YNVT 7 ANTEIZR o720 SNEORIKZRZE
FERM LT, Nara+20 O %8 TR EHNY
ALEBEELZa 27 FAERE ML TH S,

A I Lid. Nara+20 13, @EREICHED S
EfEIIa=74—D3_XTOLVIZHATSNT
BOMFEEEMIIMESINTVEHDOTIIENWE
&, T AEPHOERRLZOHITICHT 2IRSL
LTBEREShADDOTREVWIETH S, EHIC.
Nara+20 &, -8B+ EATEILIIENER
2bOTIERL LA, BEREDHOH L
YET PR TIU—FIlonwTHEBEL, L. %
BEEDILENUPTAILE2HNELEZLDT
B b Narat20 IZEINT A FTT OV 27l
IICTHY) EiFehizdoThh, w{onIZ24EM

14 JAPAN ICOMOS INFORMATION no.8/2014




ICb7z2#mOBRETHELLEI N2 D TH 5. %
{DTAFTIIEBLBICHRERLELDTH S,
FR20EFEBLTH, FhsidHadiEshTn
Zwh, EBICZFARSNTWARV, Nara+20 iF
ZhzWfic L, #HMEzE L TudibL. 5%
O P EEIT 252 2 HIE LTRINS
iz,

OERNERIR 20 AERESENDEMHEE
FEME 2T

20144E 10 H 22 A5 24 HIZAY T, [ =+t~
FAVTAICHETEERARF2 AV b (BEXH)
OFRD S 20 FEE R ST 2 EBRSEIERTICS
WOBHfE S (R ST - RRE - BRI
71:ACCU &BR). &t BRIUESHRIRS iz 20
EMOBRERLEFA UL RREFHAKETH L. 7
T 770 A, B, BmEk. dek. B N
Vo o R EHOTMIR 38 ZHNHEE Lzide, F
THF == LTEHAN2 LB TAOSMAEA LR
Too WBH + A TF—N=ZMHEDH B 7T HITLHE,
19U FOZERERICOLBME TV A THhoTz,
EHOKAHABTCOVTRIBCOTY, ABT
BEEOHLELERET S,
SOk, HHEESR 40 BERaTio—
BE LT 2012 4F 11 AICHERS Thifie S /- &3 h
L. TO%, BHETO2EOKEERTITbI
bDTHD, HEHEIBUEK, BMA -2
LMD 2ERDEED, 86BIUTF 54 T
maizEbah, BEOWE Z# T [Nara+20] &w
INEDOFT 7 PBER SNz SREHIL. .
BEWr—2ARA574, MNr—2AZX4574, BX
UCHRAHETHE SN, RERr—AAY T4
OxGIE, FALEEX—2L LT, ThIETOER
OHRCTHMAPEEY, hEShAbDTH o720
ST, FE - HABREO%R, FFHIFERRICX
RO E LTOEBEICZOWT ORI O
Fol, By H - IFLy MRIZ, BRLENZ
DHEOALBERFICRIZ L 2 BEFIIOWTHRE

NETE UV ormation

e ZUVATA—F « Fr Aoy KERMEFETRD
EFEH#EHTIE, -t T4 VT CHT A ERO
Rtk BWECESER RS NBICE - 8. B
L UHERCERIIZ A 5 HEROEHBAS, #Hn—7"-
AP=RVEOERDAT A FELRZ LD MBI
Sz, 2012 FOREBEHENHIT A X 2—D—A
ELTHBML TV ICOMOS &R AZHR-7HY
AXEKAHid. Nara+20 OFFEFEITHBA S A, H
RICETRERCEOEMEICLERLEBLIY, &
El, #E. UAEOEME»LIE. ERXHFVFEED
XALBERFOERIZE ) L 2h. HEH»HRT
it bz,

BENr—AAZ T4 L LTHY EIFshi-0i,
FEMEBLIOT 7 IO LEETH D, FEH
HIZLTIE, Yry—F YR FOTHFERSRE
EEOBERICOWT, FIREKIBEERRICOVT
WHAAT 5720 20FEDHA 2D EINTE
EWVWIZFOMBRLOBERZENEETHLZ L,
WL EFET A & THAM I B LIS IE e s T
BY., EBIIELAREL DI TIRAE W LSRR
sz,

T7VHCHLTIERES, R2ETHICT 7Y A i
RBEEEFFRLAT 7V IO LEEL BRI
HeTr—~edhs7 -2 ay T2 THEEE
BREOY 23— - Y FuR»ro#EPHY. €0
BIHTD[HAECDTH v YERETEOE] &
W7 7)H0 [0y XVE] OFFFIZOVWT, &4
DEOHLED T FHE T o720 7710 HOAL
BT AR ME O EEEATRMN S 3 h,
Rl bbaZEE LT, HICu vy RYBIZH
L. BETHLNRTWBITEAILBFA PO LI %
(A=t T4 v o%k] BOUEBEE ED X H 25| &4
Fah SBRBEREIE BEa3a=71LOH
MEHEEICE DS L o 2HEREIT SN,

BHr— A A% 7 4 Tld. Nara+20 IR ENT
WASDDF—< T kit y va riRiFo . &
v ¥avid, ELAOTF—TIIOWTDREOIRR,
FOTF—XICHEAETHIBERGFRERAOTLE Y T—
Yav, ThEH) T TOLFEFHRLVIBRNL S

JAPAN ICOMOS INFORMATION no.8/2014 15




nBploTVEYF—¥ 3 Tk &9 1 b ORIF
EHSHLMEEGIZE 5T, PHA, BESEDIRS
N 220088 TIE, HEENRS 7 V-T2
FPNTET—<2HHT 5 EDREL Tz
LREEFT T, FOIN—FTEICHEHHFA P
WBEEZEOTA—VEFTERZIREAT VR B
DiEfii e, SHOPLY Ly > a y 2L LW
IRZANTHol. T LHFBUTOMY T
% DBETOLZA0EHYE (77 T EOHN
B, QBFT Al LEFREBLYT—% v0
V) OFBBRAT—I RNV T— (NYI8=2R b=
vEH Y I TOMALER (7)), OHR
BhBEREMR (F7>y=7LOX LR (4

BH 1 AFAGTERICLS Nara+20 DiFfd L

s = @ ¥

BH2 IVAH—3v BEES

FR3 SHENERaER

7)), OFfbtRERBE L L#EE (T=x—7FO
Wom (AL V).

52°0Mty ¥a kT, R H TSI X
fTRZHEEL L, FRICHT THEMRIEIM 2 iz
23 R&ED, Narat+20 2 @HICBW - RETH#EIB
L ZF2EMICHh ) RSNz, RELZZICIE, H
ERAUTEE, ZREmME, ZRTRIIFOL &
Bty varvddblh, Fo7974 057 Fb—
T K B R T 2 TIBIE S L7z Nara+20 2%, 2
FELLEICDA) —HoSHERR/E ) —FEhTE
LB RKICE EALTFOR, HTFEDL o THRDHS
Nnize
RBICBREILNEW LT RE» S, H
A LTHBOSHERTIA S ERMIRELTW
(&, 20— FHL LTHHICEBRFIASERE
BR—VTHRMGARY YRV A4 BEL, £
72014 4E 11 HOE 18 M4 I EARSTIHHAL L
THDYy ¥ a r&2fiaZ e ohi,
B, BHOZ I AH—Y a3 » Tk, BEEFOIL
WEDLFIN (ZORMS 20 FERi LA THo72L D
Z &), HMOMESN. RERREOHHEZ W2
LW TEL,

OERNFaX P20 AERBORH|E L L KRY
JLICEMLT
LEFH—
KA~ T O L AR, FEONBITOVWTIL,
PG rEsHsEBMELLOT, $IET5, A
BL, B EERELEBL LV,

O20F FE=#

KREOHEDOFIZEFTIRAL 20 IT A N—D50
HEEHL, ZOMEICREI r—AATF1 &0
boTRAEL, BUENLFr—AAITI25FT2T
BEMICRAE®R T ) 7oL Rid, HilgT
BHolzs MPFHETTHES WA, WAOTE L Fmahs
HEBRERZIRBILEETFHUENENLTH S,
WA TIRHENRFET, HETLEF2TWED

16 JAPAN ICOMOS INFORMATION no.8/2014




FRPH L RWET a0 ahe v, BEL
THLVWEREDFL HTH b, HEIIFEHPZWE
TELZWA, EWEROT, LrbRAAEWIS, 3R
BWlwdbDThb, XIS, A=k T4 T4
DEHIE, TEHBCELEIC W, LA LEELRSR
DEFICIE, BWHETH -7, EEbRA,

2273 SHEZELAEWS, 1HLPBML v,
HEVWEXIHLAEMTE Lholh, W) HE
DEMEF VS LiIZRIC R -7,

HROBEX %2, WHTEL. GROBTFTH
RLTHLWE WS EFSDH- 70T, SEANDT,
ST B L TCIRTHABFREMV/, HERHFT
2%, BRLEHEZBRERT 2008 L w2 &
X, PRVEEIS G o Tz, KLEEZDD
DL, ZOREGEIEHHEE,. BBELTVARVE,
MEERLTWAZERBELVIZTTHE, 858
FLhaModRer i LTELTUTRHEESLS
The, BLYARZ TEICERL TW 2010
LaZEs

K7 V7 T LBEREDTEH b T2
Tnh, BHE7 VTiE»S0BMEN LY, D
FRICHR o 70 TEHE 7 ¥ 7 TIAL#E O RET
BICHDLLBBO T AOHRT, A—tr T4 V74
DZENFTBEIZE LW EWwI &, £ Tiddkwy,
[BERFFaAYPTIHIBoTwAS, THHBVTH
Bl EVIERIIEAHLIPLTH D,

SRR THB A v 7 —%y PTHRTAHASL LK
TIVTHEEIIATEALBIZVE XN, 74,
74N EYERL EEBICHEBIN TV XHICIE
Rikw, L§5L, COAHOEMBET, Hil
TIVTHEDEEN KROFTDPITF, F—ARY
T4 DIBFERED, TEESsTWErE), EFR
Wl Bo

OFRADARY »RI L
ZETHEBETIEELZSBROBICHBES Y~
RBYIATHAEDIZ, BMBEVEG 2K o72DIFK
SETHEI RV, 2L [[ERFF2 A2 R 5
T?] LB, L D—#DH 4T, SED

dl)d LIV U LU

N

Z
L]
(0 18
WL | e
N 7

Tl o2FId WEEEIN. BINLH4
BEEBERrBVEEET L L, BRTHN-ZREA
DELOEAITERZ 2T, IR EZBENICH
My aiEEdbhihdsdb0n, Lohh ERFHEL
ZTHN TV CHETIE, EFREEZH0EHLT
WHWIEERBLTWAO,L LRy, ZOZ
ERHEBRL, SROEB~ZLL BRI RAE, &
TSR L RETH B,

OERNBIRIFLAEEICBIZ7 05—
=B
HAAL o 2EHRTIISAEOSHEMKEICHLY .
ZRAVUHEIFEMREHEB L UCZENENOEMHEHIC
BWIEDL) LBz RIELC& b ahbT
yr—rERBEL. S5 THEEICEA. BULL F
L7ze 12 NOHBEZE S W22 [EIL LT O
DTT (TH77xy M) ZHHEWIZVWIE
BRIz, BE#HBLETET,

Cornelius Holtorf (Sweden)

The Nara Document transformed an
understanding of authenticity in heritage studies. In
this way, it has contributed to the development of an

intellectual and academic field.

Rohit Jigyasu (India)

Nara Document has helped me as a “decision-
making tool” to help identify what is significant for
conservation, based on multiple considerations that
are rooted in social, cultural and economic context in

which heritage is located.

Jukka Jokilehto (Norway)

I was involved in the preparation of the Bergen
and Nara events, and was a keynote speaker in both.
The resulting Nara Document has certainly directly
and indirectly influenced and inspired way -thinking

and teaching.
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It was also a useful reference in planning ICCROM
activities in 1990s and later ICOMOS World Heritage
evaluation in 2000s, plus later teaching at universities

and training courses,

Mikel Landa

In the case of Afana Salt Valley, Nara 1994 has
allowed to explain authenticity and integrity in a
site located in the west, but far from fitting in the
Venice Charter. A longer and better explanation is
in the book that I have offered to all the participants

in Nara+20.

Webber Ndoro (South Africa)
1) extended the meaning and scope of
authenticity.
2) that heritage has a context both cultural and
timewise.
3) included non-western concepts into cultural

heritage.

José de Nordenflvcht (Chile)

My professional work begins exactly 20 years
ago, when we met the Nara Document, being
incorporated into our national (Chile) and regional
(Americas) debate that began with the meeting in
San Antonio (1996). Since then the need to integrate
a vision of heritage by diversity of contexts was
installing a new way to understand the concept of
authenticity. The impact of this was essential to
review our canonical stories about heritage and how
the demands from the communities were installing
a collective ethic on the definition of heritage values.
The effect of this document opened a road of no
return, which we hope to continue travelling for a

possible future for our heritage.

Taruvinga Pascall (South Africa)

- has contributed to professional growth in the

heritage sector of Africa.

- influenced the conservation of heritage in
Africa.

- has reinforced traditional management

systems/living traditions in Africa.

Aylin Orbasli (UK)

There is now a much broader understanding of
authenticity and the broader meanings in words in
the heritage conservation and management process.

In the tourism world on the other hand,
authenticity is becoming more complex in terms of
how authenticity is perceived by visitors to historic

places and how it is communicated.

Hae-Un Rii  (South Korea)

Nara Document indicates “Authenticity” in
the diverse world, not equal to the definition of
Authenticity in World Heritage matter. Many
people confused the term of “Authenticity” in Nara
Document and as a part of World Heritage. It did
not make direct influence on my thought, but I could
think about “Authenticity” in different ways from
World Heritage.

Yeshi Samdrup (Bhutan)

The fact that the Nara Document appreciates
and withheld the diversity of culture and heritage,
gives immense dimension to the field of conservation.
The process takes time, but in 20 years, Nara made
possible of many people to realize their heritage's

importance.

Guo Zhan (China)

Nara Document in China, some colleagues, who
prefers to take the conservation works more flexible
and favours the reconstruction, appreciate it very
much; some colleagues agree with the common idea

to highly respect the culture and heritage diversity
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that has been emphasized by such a document.
Almost nobody knows what are the specific concrete
principles and measures made by this Document.
And, as I know, there are few people who have a
high consideration onto this important document in
Europe.
So, seems, some more clarifications, developments

and improvements should be needed.

Lyu Zhou (China)

Yes, it gives a strong influence to my professional
work. In the new Chinese conservation principle.
we emphasize the principle of authenticity. I am
sure that it could be an important guidance for

conservation in China.
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