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By Yumi Isabelle NAITO-AKIEDA
& Tomona MIZUMOTO

The first number of the Japan ICOMOS
Information for 2015 contains reports of two general
assemblies, that of the 18th GA of ICOMOS held in
Firenze (Italy) in November, and that of the Japan
National Committee held in Tokyo in December
2014.

The GA in Firenze was the major event in our
membership’s activities, not only for 2014 but for
the past three years. The Japanese delegation had
never been larger at the GA, counting more than
40 members in Firenze. Members have been overly
active throughout the program, attending the
different meetings, the ISC meetings, the Symposium
and its five sessions, the elections, youth programs,
and the many special visits of heritage sites to
name but just a few. The highlight however may
well have been the special session that presented
the results of Nara +20. Carefully prepared, it was
successfully received, with more than 400 people
attending it. A well-deserved recognition by the
international ICOMOS family to conclude years of
efforts indeed! Japan ICOMOS’ progress report on
the recovery after the Great East Japan Earthquake
of 2011 had also been prepared prior to the GA; some
800 copies were handed out at the meetings, where
it received high appraisal. Another good news for
Japan ICOMOS was that Prof. Kono was elected as
Vice-President of ICOMOS for the next term 2014-
2017. This will certainly give more impetus to the
Executive Committee Meeting planned in Fukuoka
for October 2015.

At the Japan ICOMOS GA, results of the newly
established award were made public. Two nominees
have been granted the Japan ICOMOS Awards: Mr.
Yukio Tahara was recognized for his leading role
in the epoch-making restoration works of Tokyo
Station, while the Conservatory Technicians on
Gardens as Cultural Properties has been rewarded
for its numerous achievements and undertakings in
building a body of knowledge and experience to pass
on the skills and techniques of garden conservation.
As for the Japan ICOMOS Encouragement Award,
Mr. Shigeatsu Shimizu was rewarded for his book,
the result of compelling research on the generation
process of the concept of architectural preservation.
Congratulations to the three recipients! Japan
TCOMOS is now ready to receive new nominations
for the Awards of 2015.

While all these happy outcomes filled the air, Japan
ICOMOS did not forget to express concerns for cases
such as the plans to move an oyster boat-restaurant
on the river adjoining the World Heritage site of the
A-bomb Dome in Hiroshima, and the conservation of
the Muroto residence and its gardens.

We also deeply regret the sudden loss of Professor
Kazuo Nishi. The “mind of design” with which he
has engaged in the field of architectural history will

surely be passed on to the next generation.

Thus we must move on, as the year 2015 already
has many events and plans scheduled ahead; may
2015 be one more active and fruitful year for

ICOMOS members and activities!
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