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By Yumi Isabelle NAITO-AKIEDA

In Japan-- While Tomonoura earned the double
status of Important Preservation District and site
of Japan Heritage, its unique port landscape faces
conservation issues that require close cooperation
between administration planning DRM and public
works, advisory bodies and citizens. // The new book
on Le Corbusier tells us that heritage value starts
rooted in localness, to extend and become expression
of culture for the world; the Tokyo University
Campus history tells that to take lessons from the
past into building the future, one must evaluate what
remains from the past and define its position within
the contemporary city. //

International-- Japan ICOMOS’ trimestral Seminar
set the stage to learn about challenges faced by Nepal
in post-earthquake reconstruction, discuss what
forms and structures of cooperation are desirable in
order to help making the links between restoration
theory, the need for swift reconstruction and respect
of authenticity in local platforms of debate. // The
ratification of Underwater Convention in Micronesia
provides a firm stone toward increased awareness,
and a call for environment and tourism-related offices
to join as actors in preservation efforts. //

World Heritage-- Commending years of continued
efforts, the Cultural Council of ACA selected the
next sites to be nominated to World Heritage. // The
path through WH nomination process in dialogue
with ICOMOS set by the Hidden Christian Sites
of Nagasaki was crowned with inscription at the
WH meeting in Bahrain. However the meanders of
decisions by the 42COM regarding candidates to
WH status, highlighted that issues do not anymore

lie under mere power balance within the committee:

the very meaning of the WH system has probably
come to a turning point. //

Modern-- Following the announcement of the
Selection of 20 Symbols of Japan's 20th Century, we
prepared an English version of the press release to
appeal to international awareness. // Simultaneous
efforts play in concert for the values of the Yoyogi
National Stadium (1964 Tokyo Olympics) to be
reassessed: restoration and rehabilitation works
to prepare the building to host the 2020 Olympics,
selection as a symbol of 20th century, and a starting
project sponsored by the Getty to drafting a
comprehensive conservation management plan. //
Urgent call for attention: Miyakonojo Citizen's Hall,
flagship of the Metabolism Movement in Japan, faces
imminent dismantling if costs for safe rehabilitation
and reuse are not revised for a cost-effective
solution taking full advantage of its features and
potentials. // May S. Burke’s interview explaining
how conservation and management of changes work
in synergy to enhance contemporary use within
heritage values at the Sydney Opera House open the
path for other modern buildings under threat! // The
newly established Hirose Archives are a promising
endeavor not only opening the way to research on
modernist architecture in post-war Japan, but also as
archives that let one follow, through the steps of an
individual architect, the diverse and creative process
of architecture in relation to society. // Through
international meetings that convene under 3 pillars,
the mASEANa Project aims at gradually building
an overall picture of modern architecture in ASEAN
countries: making inventories, drawing the lines of
architectural history, raising public awareness and
“literacy”. //

Japan ICOMOS is counting days before it becomes
an incorporated association: we thank members for
the much needed understanding and cooperation to

establish a firm base for our activities.
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Press Release

On the “Selection of the 20 Symbols of
Japan’s 20th Century Heritage”

Japan ICOMOS National Committee

Press Release

(Below is a translation of the original Press Release

and Attachments issued in Japanese)

Today, Japan ICOMOS National Committee
announced the list of 20 important cultural heritage
sites it has selected as symbols of Japan's 20th
century (see the list in Attachment 1).

ICOMOS, an advisory body to UNESCO for
World Cultural Heritage, has established within its
membership a number of international committees
to discuss specific issues and fields of discipline
pertaining to cultural heritage. One of these
committees is the International Scientific Committee
for 20th century heritage (ISC20c).

In recent years 20th century cultural heritage
and architectural works of the modern movement
have been widely recognized as valuable heritage of
the Modern Era, thanks to the activities of different
organizations including that of DOCOMOMO
(Documentation and Conservation of buildings,
sites and neighborhoods of the Modern Movement),
an NGO that deals with cultural heritage sites.
Architectural works of many renowned architects
have been inscribed on the list of World Cultural
Heritage, including for example “The Architectural
Work of Le Corbusier, an Outstanding Contribution
to the Modern Movement”. Meanwhile, there is
a tendency for cultural heritage sites of the 20th
century inscribed on the World Heritage List to
be mainly creations from famous architects, and
the necessity of discussions about the diversity
of the heritage of the 20th century was pointed
out in 2010. National Scientific Committees of 20th
Century Heritage (hereafter NSC20c, that gathers
ISC members within the national committees of
ICOMOYS) in roughly 30 countries, who regularly
sit at the international meetings of ISC20c), were
requested to compile 20 examples selected amongst

20th century heritage sites in their own country, and
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submit illustrated reports to the ISC in the view of
promoting debate about issues related to the topic. In
2013, the NSC20c¢ within Japan ICOMOS, coordinated
by Yoshiyuki Yamana, started activities to respond
to this request. The “Working Group for the selection
of 20 historic monuments of the 20th century in
Japan” was established with Osamu Goto leading the
activities, holding many meetings and discussions.

This document provides a summary of the
outcome of these research and discussions, and
announces to the public the list of the 20 examples
selected as symbols and approved by the Board of
Directors of Japan ICOMOS National Committee.

The list (in Attachment 1) contains 21 sites.
Indeed, it also includes a proposal of extension for the
current boundaries of the Hiroshima Genbaku Dome,
already inscribed to the list of World Heritage.

In the list, a sentence explaining the reason
of selection is given for each case, followed by
a reference to the criteria for evaluation of the
“Outstanding Universal Value” (used for the
inscription onto UNESCO’s World Heritage List) that

was considered relevant for that specific site.

For more details about each site please refer to the
website of Japan ICOMOS.

The “Core Zones” (areas that include component
sites and their immediate surroundings), and “Buffer
Zones” (surrounding areas that provide a protective
buffer to the property and its landscape), is a zoning
system that is actually used in the nomination of
World Heritage properties. In actual practice these
zones are determined according to the extent of
the cultural property subjected to conservation,
as well as restrictions and regulations applied to
landscape protection and urban planning. However,
the zoning proposed here was made independently

of such conditions and legal measures: as such, in the

event an actual nomination is contemplated, a more

accurate study would be necessary.

Attachment 1

List of 20 Symbols of Japan's 20th Century Heritage

(© Hiroshima Peace Memorial
Museum and Memorial Park
/ Recovery from WWII, and
the extension of the site of the
Genbaku Dome

@ Ueno Park and its Cultural

Facilities: the Hyokeikan and
the Japanese Gallery (Honkan)
of the Tokyo National Museum,
the National Museum of Nature
and Science, the Tokyo Bunka

Kaikan / The temple grounds that became a park
@ Yoyogi National Stadium /

A masterpiece of Large Scale

Architecture }
(3 Tateyama Sabd (erosion control o

system) / A comprehensive

erosion control system based on
an integrated water system

e e S PSS
@ Kurobe River Drainage System
and Hydroelectric Facilities / An
extreme case of electrical power —
sources developed in unity with .
nature
(® Great Seto Bridge / A symbol of "
suspension bridge engineering

® Seikan Tunnel / The world’s
longest undersea tunnel
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(D Navy Facilities and City Planning
of Maizuru / A grid city planning
composed of redbrick buildings,
still living as a military city

Temple surroundings and group
of modern gardens near Nanzenji
Temple / An example of 20th
century Japanese style gardens,
residences and city outskirts
developed around the water
canals from Lake Biwako

©® Group of post-earthquake
recovery constructions including
the bridges over Sumida River
and the Tsukiji Market / The
landscape of Sumida River as
composed by the complex of
modern bridges and other facilities built in the recovery
from the Great Kanto Earthquake

@ State Guest House Akasaka
Palace / A western style building
of the Meiji modernization,
conserved and rehabilitated as a
State Guest House

@ The “Chochikukyo” Residence
/ A masterpiece of harmony
between modern environmental
engineering ideology and revived
tradition

@ Large scale wooden inn
structures of Hakone / The
architecture and the landscape
of hot spring inns, built with
Japanese traditional construction
methods

@ Hisatsu Line (Former Main Line
of Kagoshima Railways) / An
early development of railroad
construction techniques in Japan

Former Museum of Modern
Art Kanagawa, in the precincts
of Tsurugaoka Hachimangu
Shrine / A representative piece
of modernist architecture, inside
the precincts of a Shinto shrine

@ Cultural landscape of Arita, its
urban, industrial and cultural
heritage structures / A
traditional industrial landscape
which developed through the
20th century on to this day
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Former Asakura House and
Daikanyama Hill Side Terrace /
The embodiment of the concept
of modern architecture and
an example of development of

@ Koiwai Farm / The landscape
of a farming community that
introduced modern stock-
farming techniques introduced
from the West and still applies
them today

Seijo Brewery Complex / A
traditional industrial landscape
which developed through the
20th century on to this day

Tokaido Shinkansen (bullet train)
railway / The starting point of
high speed transportation system
for large numbers of passengers

20 The Castle Town of Iga Ueno
and its Cultural Landscape / A
representative example of groups
of modern buildings integrated
in the urban landscape of an old
castle town
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