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By Yumi Isabelle NAITO-AKIEDA

With sincere regrets we learned that Professor Sei
Yoshida passed away last October; among others we
remember his major contribution to the survey and
designation process of folk residential built heritage
throughout Japan.

In Japan— The ICOMOS Japan Seminar was
organized by the working group of Emerging
Professionals: a selected number of representatives
of ISCs and NC Subcommittees presented their
activities, empowering future active participation by
EPs to diverse branches of the committee’s work. //
This year’s ICOMOS Japan Awards are conferred
to initiatives especially noted for the way they
nurtured cooperation and awareness for heritage
amongst owners, custodians, citizens, and experts;
we would like to call on members for ever more
varied candidates for the next cycle.

World Heritage— As the Hidden Christian Sites
of the Nagasaki region were inscribed after a
successful process of dialogue with ICOMOS, we
hope it may set example for other prospective sites.
// The ICOMOS mission to the tumuli of Mozu-
Furuichi provided the opportunity for stakeholders
to reexamine the specifics of the sites’ protection
measures and its authenticity. // Some 30 years after
national designation and a decade of World Heritage
status, the residents of Omori in Iwami Ginzan Silver
Mine gathered again to share experiences that made
its success as a living historic environment and pass
on a common vision to future decades.

International— ICOFORT chose Hikone to meet
and discuss the protection and use of fortified castles
and towns; it was a first for the Asian and Japanese

viewpoints to be so well represented at the ISC’s

center of debate. // The symposium organized by
JCIC-Heritage aimed at discussing the qualities
and the current context of Japan's international
cooperation for cultural heritage; participants
came to share the understanding that both general
environment and human resources issues needed to
be tackled with resolutely. // During a stay in Tokyo
the IIWC president made a lecture about repairs of
Spanish wooden built heritage based on examples
from his work experience; discussion followed
with viewpoints drawn to attempt a comparison
of Spain and Japan in applying the principles of
the ISC; a successful chapter to deepen exchanges
between the two countries. // The exhibition and
symposium about the work of J. Sakakura provided
the opportunity to experience the architectural
space of one of Japan's leaders in modernism, to
advocate for this architectural style to gain a wider
understanding, so as to contribute in stopping it from
disappearing fast.

ACA and the administration of cultural properties
in Japan— The Agency’s 50th anniversary coincides
with a year of changes: major amendments to its
base law and its application as well as a restructuring
of the organization in view of partial relocation;
general guidelines for the conservation and use of
cultural properties are being drafted to support local
administration bodies come under a decentralized
and yet common initiative - ICOMOS Japan vows
to stay committed in the process, so that the legacy
of decades in heritage administration may yield its
best. // Any anniversary is a good time to retrospect
and prospect: members from a variety of disciplines
and degrees of co-working reflected on ACA’s past
achievements and their hopes for future directions.

ICOMOS Japan also, will soon be turning a page
in its institutional history: its re-organized structure
and operational bodies are explained for the

membership to refer to.
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