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This volume in brief

ICOMOS Japan information 11-1

by Yumi Isabelle NAITO-AKIEDA

“ICOMOS Japan”

Our renewed committee held its first board and
general meetings in March: we welcomed our new
president and a new organisational structure. The
seminar was a look back at snapshots of members’
involvement in diverse levels of ICOMOS activities,
showcasing the variety of disciplines, countries and
viewpoints that constitute our wealth. Finally our
national committee makes a new start as an incorporated
association; still, commitment to our mission remains
unchanged, if not stronger, especially in our expert
advisory role against the changing contexts for heritage
protection in Japan and worldwide. We would like to
take this opportunity to ask for renewed support from

the part of each of our members.

National - Major amendments to the main national law
for heritage protection aim at promoting the planning
and management of protection and use of heritage at
local level as well as empowering local administration
bodies. Prefectural governments are to oversee
comprehensive policies in line with local circumstances,
while owners and local bodies would engage deeper in
the dynamics of preparing management plans for each
individual site.

Our voice was heard and years of endeavour achieved
a favourable outcome in the case of Tomo-no-Ura.
Although costlier than the initial one, a course for a
mountain tunnel corrected along the lines suggested by
our sub-committee was adopted for implementation, with

much less impact on the historic town area.

International - Industrial heritage, its protection and
use were explored through a series of international

and domestic meetings including TICCIH and our
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sub-committee on the theme of technical heritage.
Future perspectives for activities were discussed in
view of recent movements for the setup of NSCs that
mirror ISCs at national level. Examples of modern
industrial heritage sites in Taiwan provide insights of
great interest: PFI (Private Finance Initiative) projects
are implemented in numbers, and a social trend that
encourages the practical use of industrial heritage sites
led to concrete protection policy measures calling to
devise “plans for reuse” when planning repairs and
subsidies, while also creating a new category of heritage
sites to allow for more adaptable implementation of
conservation and use.

A series of international seminars explored wooden
architecture, its features and development, in Southeast
Asian countries including Myanmar, Cambodia and
Thailand. Understanding influences both inside and

outside the region remains a topic to look into further.

World Heritage - The sites of the Jomon period in the
northern regions of Japan are steadily preparing their
way to WH nomination. A wider understanding of this
period, which provided the basis on which Japanese
culture would be built in subsequent periods, has been
facilitated by important sites for which interpretative
reconstructions were provided. The sites are
representative of life, rituals, environment and context
of societies in East Asia that had not yet settled for

agricultural farming.
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