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This volume in brief

ICOMOS Japan information 11-2

by Yumi Isabelle NAITO-AKIEDA

With surprise and regrets we learned that former
ICOMOS President Michael Petzet passed away; his
determination in advocating the Venice Charter and the

protection of monuments will be remembered.

World Heritage — While the Jomon sites of northern
Japan are confirmed as the next cultural site to be
nominated, news announced that the Mozu-Furuichi
Kofun Group was successfully inscribed at the
43rd WHCOM in Baku; site managers of the first
archaeological site to become WH in Japan vow to
harness conservation management issues through
dialogue with ICOMOS, national and international
expertise. // Although not void of decisions “deviating”
from pre-meeting recommendations, 43COM was
relatively quiet and visibly heeded state parties’
intentions. Sites of memory, the OG, HIA, and “wider
setting” as extension to the buffer zone concept were on
the agenda. However the objectives of WH may be facing
turning points: to be a list of “best models” of practice or
represent large variety of initiatives? How to deal with

the duality of the List and Danger List?

International, ISC and Working Group activities -
ICUCH discussed ways to improve readability of target
heritage sites, review the convention and have greater
numbers ratify it. ICORP took the lead in compiling
debate outcomes about the fire at Notre-Dame Cathedral
of Paris and came to the conclusion that 3 ISCs and WG
would be usefully involved in applying their expertise,
should assistance be requested. // EPWG's regular
“webinars” provided a new platform for interaction
and dialogue with senior members to help emerging
members gain deeper understanding of ICOMOS’

framework and activities; participation is free and
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archives are available online. // Disaster recovery and
building resilience were the theme at two venues: in
L’Aquila, 10 years after the damaging earthquake, the
protection of urban fabric and the importance of dialogue
and social cohesion in the recovery process were
discussed; in Bergama, community leaders proactively
discussed their actual involvement in disaster mitigation
planning - the eye-opening meeting concluded that in
the case of WH areas, shared commitment to DRM
planning could save human lives, heritage and livelihoods
in a joint effort. // The new book comparing Japan
and Europe’'s approaches and practices in wooden
architectural conservation carries potentials to deepen

mutual understanding through academic research.

National - ICOMOS Japan’'s Seminar explored the
theme of 2019 International Day of Monuments and Sites,
rural landscapes, under two aspects: a study about the
nature/culture relationship - how it evolved through
the WH system and how revisiting this relationship
may promote a comprehensive approach for heritage
at local level, and the national legislative system for
the protection of cultural landscapes, its outcomes and
issues for the future. // In view of works expected to
bury the current metropolitan expressway, cultural
values of bridges built in the recovery from the Great
Kanto Earthquake are reconsidered initiating debate
on their contribution to urban landscape, in an attempt
to positively alter current plans for dismantling them.
// At Miyakonojo Citizen’s Hall, international alert
and mediation could not prevent demolition; sadly,
dismantling has started after ICOMOS Japan joined in

taking records and reporting.

Candidatures for our 2019 Awards close on 3lst

October: DO nominate shining initiatives!
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