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by Yumi Isabelle NAITO-AKIEDA

“‘Ecosystem for Heritage Preservation” - In his
address at the 2019 Annual General Assembly, President
Kono presented the perspective of a new organizational
model for ICOMOS, with a strong membership and
increased participation from EPs.

ICOMOS and World Heritage- Among its many
pillars, WH counts as a central flagship activity.// Sub-
committee for WH seminar speakers reported on the
43rd WHCom meeting, about trends in inscription,
debates on ICOMOS evaluations and the official addition
of HIA in the text of the Operational Guidelines, and
most importantly about limitations and rationale
of the WH Convention, the role of ICOMOS in the
convention’'s application.// The inscription of Mozu-
Furuichi highlights the keyword “kofun” to call and re-
consider the generic category in Japan and its meaning
in the WH context; “What defines a given group as
representative for World Heritage?” a methodology to be
determined and applied to other typologies of heritage
of Japanese cultural history. // Members analysed the
fire of Shuri-jo Castle from 3 viewpoints: the WH status
remains unharmed, but the loss re-ignites debate on
“reconstruction” : ICOMOS’ strength is to not limit
debate to DRM, but to approach the issue through
doctrinal texts, documentary evidence and research,
while also giving due importance to symbolic meanings
invested in the structures, and citizens’ commitment to
maintain and rebuild memory. “What was lost is only
but a part of physical features, the soul still remains”.
Let us not rush the reconstruction process, but call for
respect to the time and soul that rebuilding memory and
identity entails.

ICOMOS Japan activities- Not limited to WH, we
actively follow-up in mediation and advocacy for

heirtage. The request submitted for Tokiwa-bashi

0000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

bridge, aiming at its preservation in situ, has initiated
stakeholders dialogue to seek an acceptable solution
within an open process.// Heritage sites in Nara
provided intense debates during the last NC's board
meeting/seminar/visits; members visited a wide range
of sites that were discussed in past meetings, from
WH properties, sites on the WH Tentative list, to sites
in surrounding areas, plans for interpretation and
presentation facilities.. Members committed to continue
advising and advocating full respect of each site’s specific
features.

Keyword ‘East Asia” - Joint meetings in different
areas of ICOMOS activities, including especially China,
Korea, and Japan, show promising paths being laid out in
East Asia: not only do ISCs plan forthcoming meetings in
the region (ICOFORT), but so do also NCs, strengthening
scientific exchanges to promote regional understanding.
Based on analysis that monsoon climate strongly
influences design, maintenance and preservation,
mASEANa pointed “monsoon Asia” (South East Asia
and East Asia) as a potential region for conducting
further studies.

ICOMOS and other organisations- During its first
GA held in Japan, ICOM’s ICMAH group saw ICOMOS
as a partner to seek solutions together.// The 100th
anniversary symposium of the law for historic sites
reflected on past achievements through a variety of
viewpoints questioning the core of what we seek to
protect; it renewed the shared understanding that
monuments are valuable in their being heritage of
local communities.// Support actions for heritage-
related awareness-raising and research, as provided
by UNESCO Office Pacific States and the JSPS Station
in Cairo, show extended realms of activities for our
members to delve in.

2019 Japan ICOMOS Awards laureates are announced:
this year the selection committee deliberately chose
activities that have greatly developed in the past few
years and are expected to expand further in the near

future. More details later.
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i) UNESCO (2017): Post disaster needs assessment/human recovery needs
assessment after cyclone Evan (December 2012) : report on cultural
heritage in Samoa,
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000219411?posinSet=
1&queryld=8c75c785-e232-4555-b474-b19d9175e892

ii) Vanuatu/UN/WB (2015) : Vanuatu Post-Disaster Needs Assessment,
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/vanuatu_pdna_
cyclone_pam_2015.pdf

i) Nomination File of Nan Nadol: Ceremonial Centre in Eastern Micronesia,
https://whc.unesco.org/uploads/nominations/1503.pdf

iv) UNESCO (2016) :Safeguarding Cultural Property in the Pacific, https://
unesdoc.unesco.org/search/N-EXPLORE-15663ec8-ea77-4a39-b916-
cfle05aea65f

v) UNESCO (2017) : Safeguarding Underwater Cultural Heritage in the
Pacific: Report on Good Practice in the Protection and Management of
World War ll-related Underwater Cultural Heritage, https://unesdoc.
unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000260457_eng

vi) UNESCO (2019) : Detailed damage assessment and recovery plan
for cultural heritage sites following tropical cyclone Gita; final report
(historical buildings) & (archaeological sites) .
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