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Contents of this volume in brief
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Yumi Isabelle NAITO-AKIEDA

For decades ICOMOS Japan has been advocating for
understanding and dialogue between heritage protection
and contemporary development. Though few cases
have been as rewarding as that of Tomo, today we
are committed to the cause of landscape in Choshi, the
historic railway site of Takanawa Chikutei, and the urban
landscape and park at Jingu Gaien. Do visit our website
to learn more and support us.

“Authenticity”., “Fukugen” (reconstruction), “Seibi”
(integrated heritage management) - These three
concepts underline the core of many of our recent
activities: Authenticity as a concept, in the case of WH,
of wooden heritage structures, or for foundations.//
Studying authenticity and its different understandings
for wooden structures around the world, provided us
with conceptual tools in approaching the heritage values
of a very special case in Japan, the Kintaikyo Bridge.//
Within Japan, several transcriptions or kanji characters
have been used since 1994 to translate “Authenticity”™
it certainly is a sign that different approaches to the
concept coexist; however will we be able to reach
consensus and work for a shared understanding within
East Asia? // Shuri Castle and Notre-Dame Cathedral:
an on-site seminar combined to an on-line exhibit provide
the larger public the opportunity to revisit the concept of
authenticity for heritage, its significance and importance
to society; reconstruction is a chance to overcome divide
and deepen understanding.// An expert symposium
considered the before-during-after of reconstruction
processes, with special focus on the After, and how
reconstructed heritage is accepted within society.//
“Seibi”, a certainly Japanese approach to historic sites
that encompasses conservation, interpretation and
presentation in the setting and context of contemporary

society, is starting to get the spotlight on international
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level as well.

DRM and Climate Change - Two keywords of high
international interest: while expert meetings explored
knowledge systems/impacts/solutions with special
focus on indigenous knowledge systems, the ICOMOS
scientific symposium sought ways to mitigate by
building networks and international communication to
build resilience.// In Kumamoto, ICOMOS backed up the
local community to successfully complete the repair of
a small shrine which had no official protection and was
heavily damaged by the 2016 earthquake.

World Heritage- Our 4th Sub-committee held a
seminar on the 44COM, reviewing trends and issues:
while the three main headings were changes to the
nomination and evaluation processes, debate on what
is worthy of WH status, relationship between the
committee and member countries, the seminar showed
the participants’ high interest in continuing discussion on
what we want to achieve with the WH system.// Long-
term engagement at Honedera Mura Shoen continues,
with municipality and locals working together for the
protection and management of the site and its cultural
landscape, aiming for an extension to the WH property
of Hiraizumi.

ICOMOS Japan Awards- Results for 2021 are
announced! In the backdrop of continued strong
restrictions to any inter-personal activities both
nationally and internationally, an important factor
of selection this year was long-term endeavor for
heritage that continued and kept active throughout
the worldwide pandemic. For the first time, we have
three laureates: a community group for the natural
environment of Shirakawa-go Village, the Institute of
International Culture, Showa Women'’s University, and
the 16th International DoCoMoMo Conference Tokyo
Japan. More to come in our next issue.

Closing our volume is a special contribution from
Yakushiji Temple: embodying more than 1300 years of

culture, the temple is a glowing teaching of resilience.
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