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Contents of this volume in brief

ICOMOS Japan information 12-5

by Yumi Isabelle NAITO-AKIEDA

In between the world and Japan - A new WG for the
Venice Charter comes to grips with making a critical
study of the Japanese translation of the foundational
doctrinal text, in the light of past/current practices
and training for conservation, with special focus on
authenticity and built heritage. // The NSC for Wood is
working on a contribution to the making of a worldwide
glossary by the ITWC.

WH and Candidates to the Tentative List — Following
the ICOMOS Thematic Study on the “Tea Landscapes
of Asia”, the Uji Forum organised visits and exchange
meeting for locals, visitors and experts to explore and
share both heritage values and potentials of the cultural
landscape of production and trade of Japanese tea culture
as candidate to WH status.// The first Forum for the
Aso Caldera brought together international experts,
governing bodies and locals, to promote cooperation
in initiatives for preservation, explain the values and
determine protection measures of this very large-
scale and unique cultural landscape, concluding that
inscription to the List would mean to add a page in
the study book of cases that the world's communities
can learn from.// An international symposium outlined
the threefold values of interchange that the Former
Yamamura Residence may convey as a possible
extension to the work of F. L. Wright, inscribed in 2019
(USA): influences from Wright to Japan, collaboration
between colleagues/students, influences of Japan on
Wright.

Concerns, Trends and Themes - While we continue
standing strong in our scientific and data-based approach
to advocate for the Jingu Gaien, a cause to preserve a
historic public landscape feature of our capital city, the
National Research Institute gathered to revisit the values

of Landscape as Heritage, our understanding of it, the
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limits to current heritage legislation and prospects of the
WH system.// The forum on tourism and sustainable
community development explored ways to connect
heritage, travel and community building: while it pointed
out potentials in the shift of values “the Old is New”,
case study presentations described how values work as
links between design/ tourism/ heritage initiatives on
concrete and practical levels.// Virtual “reconstructions”
may allow for larger publics to visit and enjoy heritage
towns and sites, but whether such digital reproductions
may become heritage sparked the question on real/fake
in the debate hosted by our EP; though we may be unable
to draw a picture of our field 20 years ahead, it is crucial
that we build a critical position on the relationships that
develop between “the heritage world of mono (tangible
things)” and that of “the virtual mono-gatari (intangible
narratives)”.// A French-Japanese joint symposium
pointed the importance of industrial heritage in local
socio-cultural organisation, exposing the need to expand
the understanding of it in Japan, so as to encompass,
beyond the physical sites, the livelihood of societies and
the environmental features as one whole landscape.
Connecting and Networking - The Hoshokai provides
an interesting example of citizen-led fully private funding
for the protection of religious heritage sites throughout
Kyoto: an insightful example of networking for us today,
as we are drafting ways to connect and strengthen
communication networks of ICOMOS communities, both
national and international.// Three new sites, component
parts of the Jomon WH serial property, joined the
ICOMOS Japan Partnership program: wherever you
come from in the world, do show your ICOMOS card to
enjoy special advantages for your visit, and in return,
please contribute with your generous expert feedback to
the site, and support the effort of these sites in conveying

the diversity of their WH message to the world!
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