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by Yumi Isabelle NAITO-AKIEDA

Our Awards laureates — Challenging on-field practices,
“walking and staying in cultural landscapes”, and
“keeping a residence as a heritage to live in” are set out as
approaches to enjoy values, promote exchange amongst
locals and visitors while making the best of continued
development for local heritage resources.

Keywords and themes, emerging and revisited -
“Water” sets the trend to conceptualize heritage and
its management from an alternative viewpoint.//
“Astronomy” and its better representation on the WH
List is given a renewed impetus by the newly translated
Japanese text of the ICOMOS thematic study.//
“Documentary heritage” experts across disciplines work
on the compilation of a new toolkit, integrating the
experience and approaches of DRM for built cultural
heritage and its intangible aspects.// “Authenticity”, a
crucial keyword much debated yet still perceived as
complex, is the concern of a series initiated by the Japan
EPs: interpreting the concept “to save” rather than
“evaluate”, may show the way forward to present and
“gather momentum on trustworthy references” while
enhancing international dialogue, rather than setting
the “focus on best examples”; keep an eye on coming
chapters!

Official Protection, Recognition, Inscriptions: years
after - In Okinoshima and Mozu-Furuichi, years after
inscription, the importance of continuing on-site research
and promoting the understanding of the values of WH
to the public at large, are put forward as essential
amongst the roles that WH fulfil within contemporary
society.// As the Japanese legislation for Preservation
Districts prepares to celebrate half a century of practice,
focus was shed to what is achieved over the years after
recognition: it is crucial that periodical reviews are being
implemented over and again, the framework of values

of districts as places for communities to keep living in
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is enlarged, and methodologies and human resources
are being shared widely across the country's diverse
districts.// Five years after major amendments to the
Law for cultural properties, resulting Management
Plans prepared by local governments show major shifts
in approach and understanding of heritage which are
compelling: importance is given to explaining heritage
in its local historic context, as well as organising it
as a whole that encompasses the multiple typologies
of cultural properties that tended to be considered
separately thus far.

Connecting, networking, cooperating - The IDMS
throughout the world showcased a varied composition of
events held on-site and online along the theme “Heritage
Changes”, linked to that of the GA Symposium to be held
later this year.// The Japan EP held a session seeking
to increase young membership amongst university
students. Members are also engaged in a locally
participative process to give shape to archaeological
sites.// In Turkey and Syria, the extent of damage
amongst CH due to the earthquake still needs to be
assessed: international cooperation in the form of human
resources is called for, especially for documentation
and in Syria.// In the old town of Cairo, participative
programs were held that resulted in the proposal
of projects combining both soft and hard aspects of
heritage town planning; the next step forward is to
implement these into concrete examples that integrate
people, training and networking.// The OWH initiative,
a “glocal” virtual communication platform for heritage,
aims to empower those working on-site, and provides
access to debates spanning over a wide range of subjects
pertaining to heritage in contemporary issues.// Our
Partnership program welcomed one more component
site of the Jomon WH property: come and visit the
Oyu Stone circles and its museum, as informational
focal points to reach out to Jomon sites in nearby
prefectures.// And last but not least, join us at the
GAZ2023 in Sydney!
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