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The Takanawa Chikutei Railway Embankment 

 

To whom it may concern, 

I write to you today as the President of The International Committee for the Conservation of the 
Industrial Heritage (TICCIH), the primary international organisation concerned with industrial 
heritage. Among our many activities, we support UNESCO’s advisors, the International Council on 
Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) and its work for the World Heritage Committee. Our expertise, 
advice and extensive global network has for many years embraced the world’s most significant 
historic engineering structures, and we have in the recent past actively supported the Tomioka and 
Sites of Japan’s Meiji Industrial Revolution and Sado Island World Heritage nominations. 

TICCIH is therefore aware both of the great work being done in Japan to promote and preserve 
industrial heritage, and of the wider significance of Japan’s industrial history, not least its adoption 
and development of the railway. Indeed, in Scotland (where I am based) we are especially familiar 
with the engineer Kaichi Watanabe, who returned from working on the Forth Bridge (our latest 
World Heritage site) in 1888 and then played a major role in developing Japan’s railways, and 
electrification in particular. 

With this in mind, we were excited to hear about the discovery of a section of original 1872 railway 
embankment exposed recently by the ‘Shinagawa Development Project’ in Minato Ward. TICCIH 
agrees with ICOMOS Japan and the Japanese Archaeological Association (JAA) that this railway 
embankment ‘embodies Japan’s railway development’, and it is extraordinary that 1.3km of the 
original embankment has been discovered in its original state. 



We have been informed that at present, JR East plans to preserve and possibly relocate only a very 
small stretch of the exposed embankment. We believe this approach is very disappointing, 
especially because the embankment represents the birthplace of JR East and is a direct 
continuation of the old Shinbashi railway station, itself a national historic site. We understand that 
there is an opportunity to integrate the embankment into the core of Takanawa’s new townscape, 
capturing the two components as a single site representing modernization heritage, building on 
the recognition afforded the industrial achievements of the Meiji era that was represented by the 
successful World Heritage inscription of 2015. 

On a personal note, and as a regular visitor to Japan, I have personally witnessed how popular 
railway heritage is across the country. I therefore believe an ambitious project to preserve the 
Takanawa Chikutei Railway Embankment would generate more support and interest than JR East 
anticipates and would create a major heritage asset for the future. TICCIH is therefore delighted to 
be lend its support to ICOMOS Japan and the JAA in its campaign to preserve the entire stretch of 
the excavated Embankment. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Dr Miles Oglethorpe 

TICCIH President 
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