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By Yumi Isabelle NAITO-AKIEDA

In the past months, Japan ICOMOS was greatly
saddened with the loss of two eminent members:
Professor Akira Ishii and Professor Hiroshi Kanaseki.
Professor Ishii not only introduced the architecture
of Islam to Japan, he left us the legacy of a proactive
NC, through his indefatigable commitment as NC
president: he has built the very bases on which
our committee has been growing till this day and
beyond. Professor Kanaseki and his leading attitude
subtly placing archaeology beyond mere academic
excellence to a level of individual responsibility, will
be sorely missed by all those who knew him in Japan
and internationally.

Is it a coincidence that much of the contents
of this volume of our Newsletter showcases that
of the Annual Report submitted to ICOMOS? It
mentioned recent themes of interest and concern as
the amendments to the Law for Cultural Properties,
linking international and domestic issues within
discussions themes, the mission of ICOMOS and
members in the WH Nomination process and the
need to revise the Tentative List.

The rationale behind the amendments to the
Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties is
the challenge to set in place new mechanisms of
comprehensive involvement in the way cultural
properties are administered that emphasizes
local governments and communities. OQur NC is
committed in making sure that through the process,
the rationale of the current law is not set aside but
rather enriched for appropriate conservation and
use in concert by all levels of governments and
communities.

Themes of discussions bridging international and

national levels are promising new developments: the
Reconstruction WG report presents a model case
comparing principles supporting the reconstruction
of the Church of Venzone and Japanese restoration
principles; as for SDGs, the role of ICOMOS
and heritage in their relation is being discussed
with “synergy, cooperation and partnerships” as
keywords.

While a proposal to interpret the Imperial Palace’s
Gaien as cultural landscape was proposed by the
18th subcommittee, symposia on sites selected as
Symbols of Japan's 20th Century Heritage (Arita
ceramics, Saijo sake breweries and Hisatsu Railways)
met intense public interest in conservation and use
process. In his latest book, our NC President takes
readers through walks analyzing features of urban
space in each head city of Japan's 47 prefectures,
linking early modern and contemporary Japan.

The story of the WH Site of the Grand Beguinage of
Leuven, makes links between ICOMOS’ beginnings
and today through Prof. Lemaire, Prof. Kono
and issues of heritage in contemporary life. NC
Members facilitated exchange and discussions of
several sites aiming for WH and Tentative Listing:
the exchange session after the board meeting
introduced “Heritage of Education” and discussed
how components contribute in the QUV for a serial
nomination, while Kintaikyo Bridge highlighted
debates on authenticity, OUV, and international
acknowledgement.

Fresh and renewed starts: the Japan ICOMOS
Emerging Professionals WG convened in both
physical and virtual space on 18th April “Heritage
for Generations”, an enthusiastic kick-off for new
initiatives and diversified participation; Candidatures
for the ICOMOS Japan Awards and Encouragement
Awards are launched, looking forward to adding
new chapters showcasing diversity and excellence

in undertakings of heritage conservation.
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ICOMOS Proposal 2018

1. Kokyo Gaien National Garden is situated in front of
Imperial Palace, and designated as Special Historic
Site, Edo Castle. It should be clearly understood
as Cultural Landscape which had been succeeded
from generation to generation. Since this garden
will be used as the important site of the Olympic
and Paralympic Games in 2020, the restoration
should be considered based on the historical
characteristics of this site.

2. Especially, the improvement of Uchibori-dori,
which is cutting Kokyo Gaien National Garden into
two parts, is the crucial issue. Various alternatives,
which have possibilities of the implementation,
should be considered, such as the exchange line
between Uchibori-dori and bus line of National
Garden.

3. For considering the future of this site, such as,
“The Committee of Kokyo Gaien National Garden”

should be set up in collaboration with Min. of

Environment, Imperial Household Agency, Min.
of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism,

Tokyo Metropolitan Government, Chiyoda Ward,

NPO of surrounding this area.
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Exchange between Uchibori-dori and
Bus lane of Kokyo Gaien National Garden
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Exchange between Uchibori-dori and
Bus lane of Kokyo Gaien National Garden
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