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By Yumi Isabelle NAITO-AKIEDA

Close the year, prepare for a new start. At
the coming General Assembly in December 2017
ICOMOS will elect its next President: chances are
great it will be a Japan ICOMOS member! Let us
support him to open a new chapter in our National
Committee’s contribution to ICOMOS activities

worldwide.

ICOMOS activities internationally and in Japan,
include members from several NCs of Asia-Pacific
who gathered to help the new ICOMOS Myanmar
start up and set its planning strategy towards
becoming the much-needed platform for the actors
of different heritage protection activities of Myanmar
to communicate and share information.

As for the government leading amendments to
the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties,
Japan ICOMOS issued an opinion document recalling
that improvements be done with consideration to
international trends.

At the Japan ICOMOS Seminar (10/7), reports
on the WH41COM raised our concerns for issues
underlying ICOMOS’ role in the WH mandate in
general and especially the inscription process: it may
be time to question ourselves on how to adapt our
council’s role and work methods towards changes
and growth.

Also in this number, an article about Bagrati
Cathedral (Georgia) analyses the complex
background behind the removal of the building
from the WH List after a reduction of the property
boundaries requested by the state party: here the
contemporary use of the building for liturgical

purposes seemingly prevailed on its values as

historic remains, and “reconstruction” works came to
highlight the social meanings of a heritage building
within the political environment of the country.

Members are well conscious that ICOMOS
activities go well beyond World Heritage, and yet, in
practice we are strongly committed at multiple levels
in the protection for properties throughout Japan.
Some are well advanced in the nomination procedure,
like the Sado Gold Mines, who held a symposium
in Tokyo to consolidate the public’s understanding
on its values, and the Nagasaki Christian sites,
who welcomed ICOMOS’ evaluation mission with
a re-organised nomination dossier. Two others are
aiming for tentative listing: the Castle Towers let
us interpret the technical prowess of these gigantic
wooden structures within the social structure of
16th-17th century, and the Tateyama Sabo put
forward engineering works as a new typology within
industrial heritage, that of “heritage of disaster risk
management”,

DRM and reconstruction were at the focus of
several International activities and Symposia,
including the expert meetings and symposium on
Bamiyan, where reconstruction was discussed in
past, present and future over a full week; the general
assembly of the Blue Shield, which pointed out the
need for diversifying action under the different
typologies of UNESCO conventions and clarified
issues for Japan in setting up its own national
committee; the symposium on the recovery from
the Kumamoto Earthquake whose high attendance
proved intense public and professional interest for
disaster recovery initiatives with heritage buildings
as core players to invigorate historic townscape with

new life,

The laureates of the 2017 Japan ICOMOS Awards
are announced: let us close the year with a hearty

applause for their leading contributions to heritage!
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