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ACTION ET REPRESENTATION

ACTION AND REPRESENTATION

HISTORIQUE DES PARCS ET DU
TOURISME AU JAPON

Certains documents historiques japonais révélent qu'a la fin du
VIemesiecle (plus précisément en 596), le Prince Shotoku (qui était
Sessho, c'est 2 dire Régent) est allé jusqu'a parcourir plus de 500
kilométres a partir de Nara pour profiter d’une source d’eau chaude.
Sur les lieux, aujourd’hui les thermes de Dhogo de la Préfecture
d’Ehime, il a fait construire un monument en pierre. De telles
informations indiquent bien que les Japonais affectionnent les
sources d'eau chaude depuis des siécles. Mais au Japon il existe une
multitude d'endroits réputés pour leurs cerisiers en fleurs au début
du printemps et pour les couleurs chatoyantes des érables en
automne. Man’yoshu, la plus ancienne anthologie de la littérature
japonaise, fait référence & un grand nombre de ces sites célebres.
Depuis la publication de cette anthologie au VIIIéme siécle, ces
sites ont fait 'objet de «Waka», forme traditionnelle de poésie
japonaise constituée a partirde 31 syllabes et transmise de génération
en génération. Aujourd’hui, ces sites sont connus sous le nom de
«nadokoro» (site touristique connu) des «utamakura» (lieux céle-
bres souvent cités dans la poésiec Waka). Par la suite, il fut publié au
Moyen-Age le «Meisho-ki», guide d'excursion & 1'usage des pogtes
Waka expliquant les coutumes, I'origine et 'historique de ces lieux
célebres disséminés partout au Japon.

Au VIeme siecle, avec l'arrivée du Bouddhisme, les pélerinages
devinrent une coutume répandue et un grand nombre de guides,
tels que «Trente-trois sites par Saikoku» et «Trente-trois sites par
Bando», ont été publiés & I'usage des pélerins depuis le XIIeme
siecle. Les archives montrent que des multitudes de personnes,
qu’elles soient riches ou pauvres, se sont rendues sur ces sites dés le
XIIeme siécle.

Kanpaku Toyotomi Hideyoshi, 'homme qui avair réussi a diriger
la nation japonaise a la fin du XVIeme siécle, effectua une excursion
célebre a Yoshino et Daigo pour y admirer les cerisiers en fleurs, ce
qui symbolisa le début d'une nouvelle ére, 2 partir de laquelle de
telles activités ne revétiraient plus autant d'importance religieuse.
Au XVIleme siecle, le pays ne connaissait aucun conflit sous le
regne de Tokugawa Bakufu (qui dirigeait un gouvernement mili-
taire essentiellement constitué de membres de la classe des Samourai)
et de plus en plus de monde visitait ces sites réputés. A partir du
milieu du XVIIeme siécle, une quantité importante de nouveaux
guides et de relevés topographiques fut publié 2 Kyo (Kyoto), Osaka
(siege de l'ancien gouvernement) et Edo (siege du nouveau gouver-
nement, actuellement connu sous le nom de Tokyo). A la fin du
XVIIIeme siécle, le guide ilustré «Meisho-Zue» fut publié. Au fil
des années, les sites de Miyajima (ou Itsukushima) d’Aki (moitié
occidentale de la Préfecture actuelle d’Hiroshima), Amano-Hashidata
de Tango (région nord de Kyoto) et Matsushima de Rikuzen (qui
recouvre une grande région de la Préfecture de Miyagi et une partie
de la Préfecture d'Iwate) furent appelés «Nihon San-Kei», les trois
plus beaux paysages du Japon.

Kyoto, Osaka et Nara comptaient de nombreux lieux d'excursion,
aussi bien intra-muros qu'aux alentours. Lorsque la population
d'Edo atteignit un million d’habitants au XVIIIéme siécle, le
Bakufu transforma Asukayama, alors situé a la périphérie d’Edo et
actuellement appelé Kita 2 Tokyo en site d'excursion permettant
aux petites gens d'aller voir les cerisiers en fleurs. Le site fut ouvert
en 1733 ; il sagit du premier parc japonais géré par le gouverne-
ment, avant l'ouverture de parcs 4 'européenne créés a 1'époque du

«gouvernement éclairé» de Meiji.
TSUBOI KIYOTAR

HISTORY OF PARKS AND
TOURISM IN JAPAN

It can be found in historical documents of Japan that at the end
of the 6th century (596 AD) prince Shotoku (Sessho, i.c.,
Regent) travelled as faras 500 km from Nara to visit a hot spring
and established a stone monument there (the current Dohgo Spa
of Ehime Prefecture). Evidence like this makes it clear that the
Japanese fondness for hot springs dates back to ancient times.
Bur there were also many other famous scenic spots in Japan to
view the cherry blossoms of early spring and the reddened maple
leaves of autumn. Man'yoshu, the oldest anthology of Japanese
literature, refers to many of these famous sites. Since its publi-
cation in the 8th century, these sites have been the subject of
"Waka' (a traditional form of Japanese poetry with 31 syllables)
from generation to generation. Now, these places are well-
known as 'nadokoro' (famous scenic attraction) of 'utamakura'
(famous places often referred to by Waka). Finally, Medieval
times saw the publication of 'Meisho-ki', an excursion guide for
Waka poets which explained the customs, origin and history of
these famous places in every region of Japan.

In the 6th century, with the coming of Buddhism, pilgrimages
became a popular custom, and numerous guidebooks for pilgrims
have been published since the 12th century. «Saikoku Thirty-
Three Areas Tour» and «Bando Thirty-Three Areas Tour» are
typical examples of these pilgrimes. Historical documents show
that many people, rich or poor, toured these areas as early as the
12th century.

Kanpaku Toyotomi Hideyoshi, the man who succeeded in
ruling the nation at the end of the 16th century, took a famous
excursion to view cherry blossoms at Yoshino and Daigo, which
symbolized the beginning of a new era where little religious
significance was attached to such activities. In the 17th century,
peace reigned throughout the land with the rule of Tokugawa
Bafuku (military government principally composed of members
of the Samurai class), and the number of people visiting famous
sites increased everywhere. From the middle of that century,an
abundance of new wood-print guides and topographies were
published in Kyo (Kyoto), Osaka (the center of the former
government) and Edo (the center of the new government, and
the current Tokyo). In the latter part of the 18th century an
illustrated guide of famous places featuring many landscapes,
'Meisho-Zue', was first published. Over time, Miyajima (alias
Iesukushima) of Aki (the west half of the current Hiroshima
Prefecture), Amano-Hashidate of Tango (the northern region of
Kyorto), and Matsushima of Rikuzen (a large part of the current
Miyagi Prefecture and part of Iwate Prefecture), came be called
'Nihon San-Kei', the three most beautiful landscapes in Japan.
In Kyoto, Osaka and Nara, there were many excursion sites both
within and outside of the cities. When the population of Edo
reached one-milion in che 18th century, the Bakufu transformed
Asukayama (the current Kita ward of Tokyo Metropolitan City),
located in the suburbs of Edo into an excursion site which
allowed the ordinary people to visit and enjoy viewing the cherry
blossoms. Opened in 1733, it was the first government
administered park in Japan, preceeding the introduction of
European style parks that were created through the Meiji

restoration.
TSUBOI KIYOTARI
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ICOMOS International Wood Committee

Committee meeting in Himeji City, Japan, 12 March 1994

Resolutions

1. ICOMOS International Wood Committee (ITWC) IIWC supports the recommendations of the ICOMOS
gathered at its Sth International Symposium and mission of July and August 1993.
Mceting in Japan in 1994 wants to express its deep
appreciation of the extraordinary generosity and ef- 3. Following the resolution passed at its 8th
ficiency of the Japanese National Committee of International Symposium and Meeting in Nepal in
ICOMOS in the practical organization of the 1992, ICOMOS International Wood Commitiee
Symposium. . (IT'WC) gathered at its 9th International Symposium

and Meeting in Japan in 1994 supports the continu-
The Symposium provided the members of TWC ed efforts of UNESCO and ICOMOS towards the
with a deeper insight into and appreciation of the preservation of the ‘integrity of the Kathmandu
approaches to and problems of the conservation of Valley World Heritage Site.
timber structures in Japan and the realization of the IIWC further supports the recommendations of the
common threads in our joint experiences. joint UNESCO / ICOMOS Review Mission of No-
vember 1993,

2. ICOMOS International Wood Committee (ITWC)
gathered at its Sth International Symposium and 4. ICOMOS Intenational Wood Committee (ITWC)
Meeting in Japan in 1994 supports the continued ef- gathered at its 9th International Symposium and
forts of UNESCO and ICOMOS towards the preser- Meeting in Japan in 1994 recognizes the strong
vation of the integrity of Kizhi Pogost World efforts made by the Himeji city authorities to inte-
Heritage Site in Karelia autonomous républic, Rus- grate concem for the importance of maintaining the
sian Federation, integrity of the residential quarters in the Buffer

Zone surrounding the Himeji Castle World Heritage
Site within management approaches to the site, and
recommends further consideration of these valuable
quarters in all planning activity related to the site
and its surroundings.

5. ICOMOS International Wood Committce (OIWC)
gathered at its 9th International Symposium and
Meecting in Japan in 1994 commends the existing
work of the authoritics of Japan in compiling inven-
torics of the traditional timber houses and buildings
as an integral part of the historic fabric of the coun-
try’s built environment, and welcomes an cxtension
of this work with a view to the future preservation
of these heritage resources. -

6. TCOMOS Intemmational Wood Commitice (ITWC)
gathered at its 9th International Symposium and
Meeting in Japan in 1994 wishes to express its ap-
preciation to the Committee’s President and Sccre-
tary General for their hard work in organizing the
9th Symposium and the Committee's other business
since the last Committee mecting in 1992,
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Standards for the Protection of Historic Timber Buildings
2nd Draft, May 1994

e aim of these Standards is to define basic and uni-

versally applicable principles and practices for the pro-
tection and the preservation (conservation) of the cultu-

ral

significance of historic timber buildings.

The Standards

1.
Th

recognize the importance of timber buildings from all
periods for the world cultural heritage;

consider the great variety of timber structures in the
world;

consider the various species of wood used to build
these structures and the differing rates of decay of
wood due to varying climatic conditions;

consider the great variety of actions and treatments
required for the preservation (conservation) of these
heritage resources;

recognize that buildings partly or wholly of timber
construction have special problems owing to the risk
of rapid degradation as a consequence of fluctuations
in humidity, fungal decay, insect attack, or fire;

recognize the scarcity of original buildings due to
vulnerability and the loss of historic technical know-
ledge concerning design and construction;

note the Venice Charter and related UNESCO and
ICOMOS doctrine, and seeks to apply these general
principles to the protection of historic timber buil-
dings.

General issues
¢ Standards adopt the following basic principles

which are applicable to any historic building regardless

of

type or building material:

MAINTENANCE
1.1 Continuous maintenance is crucial for the protec-

tion of the cultural values of historic buildings.

INTERVENTIONS
1.2 Any intervention must be governed by unswerving

1.3

1.4

respect for the aesthetical and historical values,
and the physical integrity of cultural property.

Any proposed intervention should:

a) be reversible, if technically possible; or

b) at least not prejudice a future intervention
whenever this may become necessary.

It must be recognized that some problems are uni-

que and have to be solved from first principles on

a case by case basis.

DOCUMENTATION

1.5 The condition of the building before any interven-
tion and all materials used during treatment must
be fully documented in accordance with Article 16
of the Venice Charter,

EDUCATION AND TRAINING

1.6 Comprehensive and integrated training programs
on national and international levels should be
established. The programs should include all rele-
vant professions and trades involved in prescrvati-
on (conservation) work, and in particular archi-
tects, conservators, and craftsmen.

2. Particular issues related to historic timber
buildings

INTERVENTIONS
2.1 The least possible intervention in the fabric of hi-
storic timber buildings is the ideal.

However, depending on traditions or on particular
structural requirements, preservation (conservati-
on) work on a timber building may be carried out
by dismantling, followed by repair or replacement
of individual members, and subsequent reassem-
bly.

2.2 During interventions, all material, including in-fill
panels and weather-boarding, and roofing and
flooring materials should be regarded as being as
important as the structure itself. The protection
should also include surface finishes such as plas-
ter, paint, coating, wall-paper, elc.

REPAIR AND REPLACEMENT

2.3 In principle, as much as possible of existing mate-
rial should be retained. However, restoration - the
process of making changes to a historic building
so that it will closely approximate its state at a
specific time in history — should be accepted under
certain circumstances and conditions according to
the principles outlined in the Venice Charter
Article 11. It is desirable that members which are
rcmoved from the building are catalogued and that
characteristic samples of members are put in per-
manent storage.

2.4 Replacement timber should be accepted where this
is an appropriale response to the conservation of
the aesthetic and historical value of the cultural
heritage.



Replacement timber of appropriate moisture con-
tent and other characteristics of appropriate com-
patibility shall be used when members or parts of

<EBEH 94— -c>

there is a clear benefit, where public safety will
not be affected, and where the likelihood of suc-
cess over the long term is significant.

members must be replaced due to decay or dama-

ge. The revisions included in this 2nd draft of the IWC do-
cument on preservation (conservation) principles are

Members being replaced. Where possible, this based on:

should also include similar natural characteristics,

such as knots, 1  Discussions during the 'ICOMOS Intemational

Wood Committee meeting in The Japan Castle
Research Center in Himeji city, Japan, on 11 and
12 March 1994 (please see the attached List of
participants),

Where restoration is the goal, new members
should be dressed with similar tools or machines
as were used originally. The same techniques of
craftsmanship and construction should be employ-

od 2 Comments received from Committee members

prior to the meeting:

Panu Kaila, Finland
Walter Liese, Germany
Andrew Powter, Canada
Hala Fouad Youssef, Egypt

If a part of a member is replaced, traditional wo-
odwork joints should, if appropriate and compati-
ble with structural requirements, be used to splice
the new and the existing part.

3 Participants in ICCROM’s ARC 94 course (/.

2.5 It must be accepted that new members or parts of Lehtinen, S. Yamato, M, Berker),

members will be distinguishable from the existing
ones. To copy the natural decay and deformation 4
of the existing members is not desirable,
Appropriate traditional or well-tested modern met-
hods (which should not degrade the surface of
wooden members) may be used to match the colo-
ring of the old and the new.

Comments by

Scott Newman, Canada
John Ward, Canada

2.6 New members or parts of members should be dis-
cretely marked by carving, or by marks burnt into
the wood, or other methods, so that they can be
identified later.

«HISTORIC FOREST RESERVES»

2.7 All countries should be encouraged to establish
historic forest or woodland rescrves where appro-
priate timber can be obtained, on a selective basis,
for the preservation (conservation) of historic tim-
ber buildings.

Institutions responsible for historic preservation
should establish or encourage the establishment of
stores of timber appropriate for preservation (con-
servation) work.

CONTEMPORARY MATERIALS AND TECHNOLOGIES

2.8 Contemporary materials, like epoxy resins, and
techniques like structural steel reinforcement,
should be used with the greatest caution, and only
in cases where the durability and structural beha-
vior of the materials and construction techniques
have been satisfactorily proven.

2.9 The use of chemical preservatives should be care-
fully controlled and should be used only where
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