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Two projects for the future of earthen architectures
in Central Asia and Mediterranean regions ——
Summarised projects Background

by Hubert Guillaud

During the year 1987, the "5th Intermational experts meeting
on the Conservation of Earthen Architecture” that has been
held in Rome, jointly organised by ICCROM and CRATerve,
was finally recommended to push on the development of a
specific set of institutional activities in this field. These ac-
tivities should mainly focus on a specialised education and
should support the setting up of specialised teaching
programmes in academic institutions. The educational dimen-
sion of this project was justified by an evident staternent shared
by several international organisations: the dramatic lack of
professional competencies that should be necessary for con-
serving a world-wide earthen architectural heritage
(archaeological sites and historical buildings) threatened of
destruction.

In 1989, following this recommendation, a specific project is
inaugurated, jointly defined by CRATerre and ICCROM, the
"Project Gaia", adopting as main objectives:

i) the development of professional training courses;

ii) scientific investigations;

iii) co-operation projects and;

iv) the dissemination of the knowledge.

From this time, four international courses on "The Preserva-
tion of the Earthen Architectural Heritage" ("PAT" Courses)
will be successively organised in the School of Architecture
of Grenoble (France), in 1989, 1990, 1992 and 1994. Sup-
ported by a reflection on the didactics, the pedagogy and the
teaching methodologies, this initiative is growing and leads
in 1994 to the creation of the "Project TERRA" that enlarges
the initial partnership of ICCROM and CRATerre to the Getty
Conservation Institute (GCI, Los Angeles, USA).
Considering the importance of the sirengthening of specialised
regional centres, this remodelled project will realise two "Pan-

American Courses on the Conservation and the Management
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of Earthen Archaeological and Historical Earthen Architec-
ture” that will take place in Peru, in 1996 and 1999, They
have been organised in partnership with the "Instituto Nacional
de la Cultura” and its regional office "La Libertad", located in
Trujillo. These courses have directly gained from the facili-
ﬁes of the site museum of Chan Chan, from the archaeologi-
cal site itself (Chimu Epoch, 9th - 11th centuries A), and from
other sites of the Moche and Chicama Valleys, "Huaca de la
Luna" y "Huaca del Sol", "El Brujo". These two courses have
strongly contributed to the setting up of a regional specialised
centre, based in the site museum of Chan Chan, and to the
definition and editing of the "Chan Chan Management Plan”.
They have also given an impulse to the exchanges of experi-
ences among a larger international network of professionals
(historians, archaeologists, architectural conservators, archi-
tects, cultural site managers) that has been initiated since 1989
with the previous "PAT" Courses organised in France. Since
that time, this international network has had several opportu-
nities to be gathered, thanks to successive international con-
ferences that have been hold in USA ("Adobe'90", in Las
Cruces), in Portugal ("Terra'93", in Silves) and in England
("Terra 2000", in Torquay).

Simuitaneously, over the past few years, the "Project TERRA",
has given its support to the organisation of several other na-
tional conferences or events ; in England, Italy, Germany,
Czech Republic, favouring the creation of several ICOMOS
"Sub-Committees on the Study and Conservation of the
Earthen Architecture”. The "Project TERRA" has also
launched and supported several scientific research activities.
Among them can be raised up the publication of a first
specialised bibliography covering the field, a "Research In-
dex", a "Literature Review", a preliminary reflection aiming
at "structuring the discipline of the earthen architecture con-
servation”, and more recently, a fundamental scientific re-
search on the cohesion and the loss of cohesion of the earth

material.

In this favourable context that has enlarged the awareness for

the conservation of earthen architectures, that has allowed the
emerging recognition of a specialised disciplinary field, other
several important projects are now carried out. They are con-
firming the commitment of much more international and na-
tional organisations in charge of the cultural heritage conser-
vation. In this direction, such organisations as the World Heri-
tage Centre and the Division of the Cultural Heritage of
UNESCO, the Japan Trust Fund, the Getty Grant Programme,
the World Monument Watch, numerous national institutions,
and much more specialised experts as well as professionals,
all over the world, are playing an essential part. This is result-
ing, among other important facts, in the entering of precious
earthen archaeological sites and historical buildings on na-
tional lists of monuments, or on the prestigious World Heri-
tage List.

This dynamic process is notably worth reading in Africa, with
the commitment of numerous African Cultural Ministries,
museums and professionals participating to the development
of the Programme "Africa 2009". Other exemplary projects
have been launched. Among them it is worth to raise up the
"Chogha Zanbil Conservation Project”, which has been
launched in 1998, carried out by the Iranian Cultural Heritage
Organisation (ICHQ) and the Research Centre for the Con-
servation of Cultural Relics (RCCCR), in partnership with
UNESCO and Japan Trust Fund. But, so many other examples
could be quoted here that are very encouraging for the future

of the earthen architecture conservation and "mise en valeur™.

Finally, beyond this summarised presentation of the actual
international mobilisations in the field, we should like to
present further directions for such an encouraging future in
Central Asian countries and in the Mediterranean region that
have been the particular topic of this communication. Such
directions are proposed in two framing projects : the "Central
Asian Earth 2002/2012" Programme and the "Terra-Med"

Project.
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