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The ICOMOS-CIAV Conference 2004

Prof. Chester Liebs

In rural Ehime prefecture, while rice stalks dried suspended
from horizontal racks in the freshly-harvested fields, a tradi-
tion dating back centuries, from October 12-16, 2004 Japan
ICOMOS and the ICOMOS International Vernacular Archi-
tecture Committee (CIAV) held a pioneering conference
on “Sustaining Traditional Architecture and Villages.” The
conference was co-sponsored by UNESCO's Asia/Pacific
Cultural Center, Ehime’s prefectural government, the Minis-
try of Land Infrastructure and Transport, the Japan Machinami
Association, the Agency for Cultural Affairs, Matsuyama and

Seiyo cities, and numerous other organizations.

The event began on Wednesday with field visits, by interna-
tional speakers and attendees representing sixteen countries,
to three historic villages. In the former post town of Uwa,
after hearing an orientation while seated in the tiny desks of a
restored 1882 school, participants explored a restored
streetscape of machinami  (Japanese traditional merchant
buildings) that survived because they were bypassed by newer
merchant streets.. The second stop was Ohzu, a former castle
town once divided into samurai and commoner’s districts.
Here many houses dating from the Taisho and Showa periods
{early to mid twentieth century) still exhibited signs of daily
life, such as wash hanging from verandas, in contrast to the
“museum village” look of Uwa. The day ended in Uchiko,
once famous for paper and candie wax production, where lo-
cal residents posted before and after photos on the fronts of
restored machinami, and participants dined in the evening, by
Japanese-lantern light, on delicacies prepared by local resi-

dents.

Uckiko's 1916 historic kabuki theater became the first of two
venues on Thursday where papers were presented on the con-

servation of vernacular villages from a variety of Japanese
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and international perspectives. Then, on Friday mormning, the
speakers divided into three groups to hear presentations by
local citizens of Uwa, Ohzu and Uchike, on challenges fac-
ing the conservation of their communities ranging from con-
vincing local people of the value of conservation to disrup-
tions to daily life created by group tours. In the afternoon,
after several more international papers, a lively discussion
ensued regarding the benefits and liabilities of tourism, the
need for including larger areas of towns for historic recogni-
tion, and the degree to which historic villages can be restored
to a particular period of time without losing their authenticity
and connection with history. The conference concluded on

Saturday with an official meeting of the CIAV,

The conference was a great success. There was a broad range
of sponsors, generous hospitality by Ehime prefecture and
the various communities visited, and many excellent and rel-
evant papers. Perhaps the most outstanding features of the
confenerece was the chance for local people, both woman and
men, to share their views with government officials, academ-

ics, and visiting specialists.

Conference speaker Chester Liebs is Adjunct Professor in the
University of New Mexico’s Graduate Program in Preserva-
tion and Regionalism, University of Vermont Professor Emeri-
tus of History, and former Visiting Professor of Historic Pres-
ervation at Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Mu-

sic.

P Rt
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The commenits of participants on the result through the
programme of ICOMOS-CIAV Conference 2004 in Ehime

Ms. Kirsti Kovanen / Finland

Impression of the Programme : A well organized and im-
pressive programme with a committed participation.
Useful/valuable activities of the program : Discussien
that were extensive, bringing up common issues and prob-
lems, and the possibility to find solutions to own specific prob-
lems and in general.

The benefit of this programme ; [ will present the results
of the conference in articles and include the lessons learned
in my professional activities ( conservation, awareness, edu-
cation ) and encourage to exchange programmes for the con-
servation field, concerning softwood structures and surface

treatment.

Ms.Victoria Momeva Altiparmaakovska / Macedonia
Impression of the Programme : Very serious approach,
well organized, excellent supporting team work. Big quantity
and quality of new knowledge.

Useful/vatuable activities of the program : 1) The most
useful and vaiuable to see with you own. 2) To hear and 1o
learn by the professionals and peoples directly involved in
the process of conservation. 3) To communicate with the in-
habitancy.

The benefit of this programme : Concerning I am the
President of NCs (National Subcommittee ) . T will have
chance to transferred the new experiences with the members
of the NCs in Macedonia and with the colleagues in my insti-

tution.

Ms. Wang Hui Jun / China

Impression of the Programme : The discussion was ag-
gressive and creative. The participators are enthusiastic.
Useful/valuable activities of the program : The techni-
cal Tour before the sympositm was the most valuable activi-

ties. We could know the town, people, lifestyle and so on in
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the area. That made all participators can have discussion un-
der the experience,

The benefit of this programme : We got the conclusion
that communication and education are important things in Sus-
tainable Conservation Systems for the Vernacular Architec-
ture. I will begin to talk about the idea to the class in Univer-

sity.

Prof. Spencer Leineweber f USA

Impression of the Programme : Excellent, well organized,
lots of information and interaction.

Useful/valuable activities of the program : Interaction
with professional colleagues from around the world and par-
ticularity interaction with community members from historic
towns. It provide a dimension and depth of personal contact
that made understanding easier,

The benefit of this programme : I will integrate my knowl-
edge into my course work at the University and also will in-
clude interactions more from the communities where my ar-
chitecture work is. The community participation is key to

SUCCEess.

Prof: Miles Lewis

Impression of the Programme : Excellent.
Useful/valuable activities of the program : a) Technical
visit. b) Meeting with members of the Community.

The benefit of this programme : a)Through teaching. b)

Through conserving work.

Mr. Gisle Jakhellin / Norway

Impression of the Programme : Very good, a fine blend
of excursion and discussion.

Useful/valuable activities of the program : 1) Visit to
the towns and discussion with the local residents and authori-
ties.

The benefit of this programme : 1} Bringing forward the
need of a buffer zone around protected areas. 2) Stressing the

necessity of residents’ association in protected areas.

Ms. Valeria Prieto / Mexco

Impression of the Programme : It is very interesting for
my working field, the preservation of vernacular architecture.
And it was very well organized with balance between work-
ing session and the site we visit.

Useful/valuable activities of the program : The visit of
the 3 preservation are as in different cities, because it is pos-
sible 1o appreciate reality in vernacular preservation in use (
not as a museum ). We observe the problems of tourism im-
pact in this renovated area.

The benefit of this programme : I have a lot of informa-
tion about problems and solutions on vernacular architecture
preservation, through the other presentation of colleagues that
are came from similar countrics as mine, as how to deal with
people to convince them to preserve their traditional buildings;

and perhaps where to get some financial support.
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Australia ICOMOS E-Mail News No.148 (tk¥})

2004 £ 11 H 26 B

Australia ICOMOS FH R X Y
1} World Industrial Heritage
The most recent Bulletin from TICIIH {the International Com-
mittee on the Conservation of Industrial Heritage) draws at-
tention to the World Heritage Gaps Analysis report, World
heritage Listing: Filling the Gaps an action plan for the fu-
ture, available on
www.international.icomos.org/world_heritage/whlgaps.htm
The Gaps report notes that the overwhelming majority of pro-
posed places are in Europe and North America. TICCIH is
inviting people concerned with industrial heritage to send their
views to Regina Duringhello at ICOMOS in Paris

duringhello@icomos.org

2} Archaeological news

Latest archaeological discoveries and current research:
Europe:

Stonehenge and the prehistoric site of Tara in Ireland threat-
ened by road construction:

http://forum.archeo.info/viewiopic.phpht=907

Japan lcomos Information

Numerous treasures from the Thracian era discovered in
Bulgaria:

http://forum.archeo.infofviewtopic.php?t=765

Ancient Roman cosmetic cream found in England. Scientists
were able to recreate the product:
http://forum.archeo.infofviewtopic.php?t=255

Asia:

Discovery of a 4,000-year-cld megalithic site in Russia:
http://forum.archeo.info/viewtopic.php?t=206

Discovery of the Homo Floresiensis, a new species descended
from the Homo Erectus:
http://forum.archeo.info/viewtopic.php?t=868

New interpretation of the plastered skulls from Near-East
http://fforum.archeo.info/viewtopic.php?t=908

Africa:

Discovery of a site dating from 700,000 BC in Morocco:
http://forum.archeo.info/viewtopic.php?t=874

Discovery of a palace dating back to the [8th Egyptian dy-
nasty, decorated with wall paintings in the Cretan style:
http://forum.archeo.info/viewtopic.php?t=858

America:

New discoveries on the Tiwanaku civilization in Bolivia:

htip:ffforum.archeo.info/viewtopic.php?t=848

The 8th US/ICOMOS international Symposium
2004 9F 11 23 H
Mr. Gustavo Araoz (US/ICOMOS) & 1)
Date: 5-8 May, 2005.
Place: Charleston, South Carolina.
HERITAGE INTERPRETATION: Expressing Heritage Sites
Values to Foster Conservation, Promote Community Devel-
opment and Educate the Public

{LH$FEE)
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