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Urgent Proposal for the Town Planning of Harbor Town
“Tomo-no-ura” in Consideration of the History
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The fishing port of Tomo-no-Ura, Fukuyama City, Hiroshima
Prefecture, is a unique township, and is inscribed on the World
Watch Endangered Heritage List. It contains approximately
one hundred Edo period and one hundred Meiji buildings,
including nineteen temples. Some buildings have in the past
been restored by Hiroshima Prefecture, Fukuyama City, Tomo
Urban Planning Factory, a local conservation group and oth-
ers.

There is also much low grade modern development and much
deliberate damage, including a drastic road widening of the
1960s. The major threat is now a proposed road bridge which
would cut right across the ancient harbour, This was resisted
by many local inhabitants, and the proposal has been dormant
for some time, Now there are moves to revive it.

Last year subsidies to private owners for restoration ceased.
Govemment-owned buildings such as the old fishing net fac-
tory have been left vacant. 1llegal building on the foreshore
by fishing companies has not been stopped. Old buildings in

the town have been demolished to create car parking.
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Resolution:

The Comit International d'Architecture Vernaculaire (CIAV)
recognises the important work of restoration and rehabilita-
tion which has taken place in Tomo. At the same time it ex-
presses its apprehension for the future of the port and town.
Accordingly CIAYV calls upon the Japanese National Govern-
ment, the Hiroshima Prefectural Government, and the

Fukuyama City Government:

1. To repudiate the proposal for a road bridge across Tomo
harbour, and if necessary to investigate alternatives such as
tunnelling or a car ferry.

2. To prevent further demolition of old buildings in Tomo.
3. To remove illegal buildings from the foreshore.

4. To support local groups and individuals in the restoration
of buildings,

5. To develop and implement a comprehensive plan for the

conservation of Tomo.
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The 9th US/ICOMOS International Symposium
Newport, Rhode Island, Aprit 19-22, 2006

USAACOMOS - the United States Committee for the International Council on Monu-
ments and Sites

The fong conversation between the American preservation
experience and international programs has had a huge influ-
ence on the protective and management standards established
in the World Heritage Operational Guidelines, something that
continues to this day. In the international back-and-forth ex-
change of ideas contributions are adapted and transformed in
ways that often improve them beyond recognition. When these
return to our shores, along with fresh innovations from abroad,
they find new applications as entirely new solutions to our

own domestic challenges.

It is in this spirit of learning from each other that the 9th US/
ICOMOS International Symposium will convene on 20 to 22
April, 20006, in historic Newport, Rhode Island, to look once
again at the World Heritage Convention and its List as a rich
source of models to improve the protection and management
of the vast heritage of the United States, as well as to share
with others some of our more recent national, state and local
initiatives and approaches that may be applicable to World
Heritage sites, with a particular focus on World Heritage cit-

ies, but not to the exclusion of other categories of sites.

The World Heritage Convention is not just about the World
Heritage List, but about every country’s “duty of ensuring
the identification, protection, conservation, presentation and
transmission to future generations of the cultural and natural

heritage*-“situated on its territory” (Art 4 of the Convention)

While the World Heritage List may seem like a tool for inter-
national cooperation exclusively for the sites inscribed in it, it
really accomplishes more than that. By establishing minimum
standards for significance, authenticity and management for
all sites inscribed, the List also helps each country in devel-
oping the know-how needed to protect the full range of its
cultural and natural resources, and in setting up paradigms

that have broad national applicability.

The 9th Symposium will also look at the participation of the
United States in the World Heritage Convention in relation to
other countries to identify ways in which US/ICOMOS and
other US heritage organizations can support our official agen-
cies in fulfilling our international cultural commitments to both

the Convention and to UNESCO.

As in years before, US/ICOMOS is issuing this universal call
for abstracts that relate innovative experiences, preferably
related to World Heritage sites, that deal with the full range
of chailenges associated with historic urban centers and towns,

in accordance with the following sub-themes:

1. Different perceptions of historic cities and sites and
consequences on their protection and management.

a.  Cities inscribed or being nominated to the World heri-
tage List are “packaged” very differently in terms of what
outstanding universal value is attributed to them: as coherent
urban units, as museum cities, as linear developments, as art
cities, as cultural landscapes, or even through serial represen-
tation of its major monuments. What are the implications of
such conceptualization on the comprehensive protection of
the totality of the city’s values —both tangible and intangible?
b.  What are the challenges posed in regulating the buffer
zones around World Heritage cities and towns? What levels

of contrel are appropriate or desirable in buffer zones?
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2. Lesson from World Heritage cities or sites in creating
broader sustainable protection strategies

a.  What has been the “ripple effect” of World Heritage
cities and/or sites on other historic cities in the same country?
b.  Each historic place is built in unique ways, and to be
maintained and preserved, traditional craft skills need to be
perpetuated. Are there unusual programs to guarantee that such
skills will continue to be transferred to the coming generations?
Or if lost, programs for reviving them?

c.  Historic cities and heritage sites are more than a material
and spatial reality, they are containers of identity and the stage
for ancestral communal rituals and traditions. Are there inno-
vative ways of managing both the tangible and intangible val-
ues comprehensively?

d.  All cities, save museum cities, are evolving organisms,
requiring change, demolition and new construction. Historic
cities need management to limit these changes. What are some
of the development forces in World Heritage cities and how
are they being managed? In a post-industrial world where
there is no longer consensus on basic unifying architectural
expressions, how is new construction being integrated into
historical urban contexts?

e.  The nomination of sites to the World Heritage List is at
times driven by agendas focused on finding sustainable solu-
tions, such as urban rehabilitation, period restorations, or tour-
ism development. What are the pitfalls and successes in these

single focus agendas?

3. Examples of World Heritage sites in building public
awareness and support.

a. Is World Heritage status being used as special advantage
in promoting support for heritage preservation? Are there par-
ticularly successful program for doing so?

b.  Have indicators been developed to gauge success and
failure in preservation, and are they being used to foster pub-
lic awareness?

¢.  The geographic and social mobility of our times has

meant that stakeholder communities and descendants of the

Japan lcomoes Information

creators of heritage sites and cities are increasingly physically
dissociated from the place, and being replaced by newcomers
from elsewhere with no links to the place. How are ties cre-
ated with these new populations to foster support for preser-

vation and for the traditional values attributed to the place?

USACOMOS will accept electronic (Microsoft Word or Adobe
pdf. files only), or hard copy abstracts with a maximum text
of 250 words, in English. Abstracts must be received in US/
ICOMOS by 31 October 2005. The page with the abstracts
must contain the title of the propose paper, the name of the
author({s) and the contact information. Abstracts may be ac-

companied by one (1) illustration only.

A committee of distinguished preservationists will evaluate
all abstracts, Authors selected for presentation will be noti-

fied by 1 January 2006 at the latest.
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