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16th General Assembly and International Scientific Sym-
posium

“Finding the Spirit of the Place™

September 29th to 4th October 2008

International Forum of Young Researchers and Professionals

in Cultural Heritage 27-28/09/2008

International Scientific Committees’ Day 29/09/2008
Opening Lectures 30/09/2008

Scientific Symposium 01-03/10/2008

16th General Assembly 04/10/2008

Post Conference Tours 05/10/2008
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“THE SPIRIT OF PLACE

BETWEEN THE INTANGIBLE AND THE TANGIBLE”
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LRI ADT —< I THE SPIRIT OF PLACE — BE-
TWEEN THE INTANGIBLE AND THE TANGIBLE

It is often assumed that the spirit of place emanates from one
or the other, as stemming from either the physical object or
from the specific uses it serves. Some believe that it is the
product of the genius of its creator, who leaves a permanent
mark on the place - the creator being an individual, a group, a
community, an ancestor or even a supernatural being - while
others think instead that it originates from the place itself,
which instils meaning in both its creator and its users. How-
ever, these approaches tend to present spirit of place as an
essence, as something singular, permanent and siatic.

Rather than dissociating  “spirit” from “place,” the tan-
gible from the intangible, and considering them as being op-
posed o one another, we invitc participants to explore the
many ways in which the two interact and mutually comple-
ment one another. We wish to broaden the discussion to in-
clude not only the creator but also the actual users of place,
and define place as being a combination of both tangible ele-
ments (the leatures of the sitc, the buildings, the material ob-
jects, ete.) and intangible elements (oral traditions, beliefs,
rituals, festivals, cic.). When considered as a relational con-
cept, the spirit of place takes on a plural and dynamic charac-
ter, capable of possessing multiple meanings, of changing over

time and of belonging Lo different groups.

W7F-<

1. Re-thinking the Spiril of Place—PRF# 4%

Japan Icomos Information

(material culture theory, objectification, heritage making, so-
cial use, community, commemoration, memory, remember-

ing, forgetting)

2. The Threats to the Spirit of Place—& /¢4
(conflicts, frontiers, degradation, destruction, abandonment,
tourism, folklorizalion, innovation, cultural behavior, nostal-

gia, migrations, listing, inventeries)

3. Safeguarding the Spirit of Place—i£5
(conservation policies and practices, legal framework, plural-

ity, reflexivily, restoration, integration, tradition bearers)

4, Transmitting the Spirit of Place—({%A %
(interpretation, transmission, safeguarding, meaning, media-
tion, transformation, appropriation, recontextualization, revi-

talization, technologics)
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