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Sites 2008
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18 April 2008 - The International Day for Monuments
and Sites: Religious heritage and sacred places

The International Day for Monuments and Sites was created
on 18th April, 1982, by ICOMOS and later approved at the
22nd UNESCO General Conference in 1983, This special day
offers an opportunity to raise public awareness concerning
the diversity of the world’s heritage and the efforts that are
required to protect and conserve it, as well as to draw atten-
tion to its vulnerability, For several years now, ICOMOS sug-
gests a topic to be highlighted on this occasion, among the
multiple dimensions which make up the vast subject that is
the cultural heritage we care for. This has allowed our mem-
bers and our committees to hold activities, conferences, col-
loquia or other events to raise awareness on this cultural heri-
tage among the public, the owners or the public authorities by
linking a global theme to local or national realities.

This year, to mark the 18th April, ICOMOS encourages its
National Commiittees, its International Scientific Committees
and members to organise activities with regards to the theme
Religious heritage and sacred places

A universally present dimension, religious practices and be-
liefs have led human societies 10 mark their spaces, build
places, carry out works or build up archives loaded with mean-

ing and memeries making it one of the most important com-
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ponents of the heritage in today’s world. This theme ex-
presses itself in landscapes through place names, or rites and
pilgrimages linked to certain natural elements. In addition, in
creating this heritage, many past and current societies brought
together the surn of all their arts and sciences in the construc-
tion of large or modest buildings and the objects they include.
Nowadays, the conservation of this heritage in its heritage
dimension can constitute a major challenge for a community.
This raises the need to share experiences. At a time when re-
ligion is increasingly being recognized by the international
community as being one of the major issues for decades to
come, the 18 April 2008 will be the occasion for ICOMOS
members and committees to take stock of the various dimen-
sions of knowledge, conservation and presentation of this vast
heritage. It also offers an opportunity to establish links with
the authorities who own or administer places of worship and
to enlist their support for ICOMOS and its principles.

In preparation for 18 April 2008, we thus invite you to devise
activities and joint events to identify examples of practices or
achievements worthy of sharing with your colleagues world-
wide to reinforce conservation action, our foremeost mission,
Such collaboration could be for instance with the religious
authorities responsible for these heritage places or with a public
or municipal administration, a university, a school or with
other associations to build bridges and initiate dialogues which
will help us to communicate ICOMOS’ concerns to the users
of, those responsible for or researchers working on religious
heritage and sacred places.

We thank you in advance for all your initiatives and ask you
to inform the ICOMOS Secretariat, as early as possible, of
the activities you plan to undertake for 18 April, but also to
share their results with us (programme, participation, decla-
rations, and publications). This will help us to disseminate
information and to gather conclusions on all your activities,
50 as to be able to testify of the vitality of ICOMOS’ network.
In the coming weeks and months, the ICOMOS International
Secretariat will be further developing these special web pages

to provide you with more ample information on this year’s
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theme, Please consult them regularly!
Contact: Volker Zimmermann, ICOMOQOS International Sec-

retariat — zimmermann(@icomos.org
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OAFITAEAERS HEWS JAPAN-ICOMOS EXECUTIVE BOARD

President £EE e &3 Masaru MAENO
Vice President FEAE ¥ REMKLE Shintaro SUGIO
ik = Yukio NISHIMURA
Secretary General RERE & WMz Kazuyuki YANO
Trustees B ¥ i g Makoto AKASAKA
5F Akira ONO
" #®7 Toshiyuki KONO
2R A% Nobu KURODA
#K J—  Shinichi SHIMIZU
ER I Kunie SUGIO
o S Hiroyuki SUZUKI
He #i  Tetsuo TANAKA
R fEk Yukio TANABE
BEH B Tadateru NISHIURA
B —= Kazushi HAMAZAKI
#H #E Kanefusa MASUDA
B #R1F Shunsaku MIYAGI
% RBA  Yasuhiro WATANABE
Auditors BE =R iIRH IFER Masaaki SAWADA
A HE Kosaku MAEDA

Advisors F M Aa# B Akira ISHII
FiE ESB Nobuo ITO
wH H#E Kiyotari TSUBOI

JJERS WORKING GROUPS

Chiefs £ B HH B Keisuke FUJI
W 57 Nobuko INABA
aHH# B Akira ISHIl
== B Riichi MIYAKE
XA *F Kanefusa MASUDA
B ExX Yukio NISHIMURA
BE HEX Yasufumi SAKITANI

OERAEASEME REPRESENTATIVES TO INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

Executive Member BHE &R Yasuyoshi OKADA
Advisory Committee Hi%F x%x3 Masaru MAENO

I1SC on:

Archaeological Heritage B 2724 Akira ONO
Management B JEH  Masatoshi KISHIMOTO
Analysis and Restoration EE Fi— Toshikazu HANAZATO

b1k S IH Isao SAKAMOTO
HE XMW Hidekazu NISHIZAWA

Historic Towns and Villages &)l #— Yuichi FUKUKAWA
L5 #H— Kunikazu UENO
Underwater Cultural Heritage JEAR {4 Shinsuke ARAKI
Training ¥ E5F Nobuko INABA
I#% #E  Yoshimichi KURAKU
Cultural Landscapes ERHAR Shintaro SUGIC
5 W Makoto MOTONAKA
Vernacular Architecture WiEF 23 Masaru MAENO
AEF W Satoshi OHNO
Wood PE EH Nobuo ITO
wEE fREA Yasuhiro WATANABE
Earthen Architecture FHE #5 Yasuyoshi OKADA
Cultural Tourism FHA F= Yoshifumi MUNETA
a¥#¥ B Akra ISHI
Legal Issues WEF RIT Toshiyuki KONO
Heritage Documentation WHE  F Osamu YAMADA
Cultural Routes EZE I Kunie SUGIO
AE Wataru OHNO
Stone #Ewid B Tadateru NISHIURA
A B Takeshi ISHIZAKI
Risk Preparedness #=H *FE Kanefusa MASUDA
Rock Art AN B Masaru OGAWA

A+EPvR  Jannu IGARASHL
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