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B Revitalization of the Borobudur Ar-

chaeological Museum
Masanori Nagaoka, head of Culture Unit, UNESCO

Office in Jakarta

How many tourists who have visited the Borobu-
dur Temple Compounds have ever dropped by the
Borobudur Archaeoclogical Museum where lies just
a short distance to the east of the Borobudur

temple.

Some 4,000 authentic artifacts and relics of cut or
carved stone masonry criginating from the Borobu-
dur Temple are currently displayed within the
museum complex, with some ancient stones set out
in an orderly line in the gardens, alongside two
Javanese-style pavilions, or pendopos. These
include a collection of Buddha statues, in a variety
of conditions, with some no heads or arms. There
are also a series of photographs documenting the
Borobudur temple's history and restoration work
from 1973 to 1982, as well as the bomb damage suf-
fered in 1985.

The museum ground is attractive and tranquil. It
is indeed in an apparently good condition. How-
ever, there are only very limited numbers of tour-
ists who are tempted to visit the museum during
their descent from the Borobudur monument
because of invisible or inappropriate signage
directing people to it, as well as the unsatisfactory
and unattractive displays of artifacts within the

museum building ! .

The staff of the museum consists at present of only
five officials, hired by the authority for the park
management of Borobudur, Prambanan and Ratu
Boko, PT. Taman Wisata Candi Borobudur, Pram-

banan dan Ratu Boko (PT Taman). As a State-
owned Limited Liability Enterprise, this institute is
responsible for the maintenance of the Borobudur
as defined by the Presidential Decree of 1992,
while the national cultural heritage objects on dis-
play in them or in the grounds are in the custody
of the Indonesian Government. Unfortunately none
of staff at the museum has any academic back-
ground in respect of antiquities, anthropology,
archaeology or any of the disciplines usual to
museum staff worldwide.

These issues are seen not only in Borobudur but
also in the most of the museums in Indonesia. In
order to tackle these challenges and to manage the
museums effectively and appropriately, the Indone-
sian Ministry of Culture and Tourism launched a
program called “Visit Museum Year 2010” in the
advocacy of “Museum in Qur Heart” , a
programme which will be implemented between
2010-2014. In order to enhance public awareness
and effective museum management capability,
UNESCOQO Office in Jakarta assisted the Indonesian
Government in the first half of 2010 in developing a
museum revitalization strategic plan, so that they
may increase their visits them for education,

research, and for enjoyment purposes.

In April 2010 the UNESCO Office in Jakarta pro-
vided technical assistance to PT. Taman by coordi-
nating a mission, with a view to inspecting in
every detail, the condition of the collection, display,
administration, appearance and architecture of the
Borobudur Museum and the staff capacity for

museum management 2.

To follow this initial action and as requested by PT
Taman, UNESCO office in Jakarta is currently

planning, together with Indonesian authorities, to
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execute a project aimed at revitalization of the
Borobudur Archeological Museum commencing
late this vear, in order to promote advocacy and
awareness of the importance of the cultural heri-
tage of Borobudur along with the protection of cul-
tural resources, and to provide capacity building
and skills development training at the local and
national levels. The overarching concern and aim
of these activities is to assist the wider population
in developing an understanding of their own cul-
ture and history through the re-appropriation of

their cultural heritage.

1 According to the report of the UNESCO/ICOMOS Reactive
Monitering Mission of 2006, some weaknesses in visitor manage-
ment and the interpretation of the significance of the Borobudur
Temple Compound site were identified. The Decision of the 33rd
Session of the World Heritage Committee in Seville, Spain
(22-30 June, 2009) requested Indonesian government to

“improve the interpretation at the site Museum and provide
brochures in foreign languages, including reference 1o the status
of Borobudur as a World Heritage property and the reasons why it

was inscribed on the World Heritage List"

2 Mr. Robert Knox, former head of the Department of Asia at the

British Museum in the United Kingdom In his mission report, has

been hired as a UNESCO consultant for the mission.
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