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By Yumi Isabelle NAITO-AKIEDA

Entering the second semester of 2015, this number
of the Information features reports of activities
from members, with highlights related to World
Heritage, intangible aspects of tangible heritage, and

approaches for heritage affected by disasters.

“Inscribe”. ICOMOS’ evaluation for the latest
World Heritage nomination submitted by the
government brought a positive note to the field of
industrial heritage protection in Japan, although
many also raised concerns about serious issues to be
expected in the future regarding the conservation
of the properties. Meanwhile, the ACA’s meeting
focused on reports for seven among the sites already
inscribed on the WH List, which had significant
movement in the past year. The meeting also
explained the main lines for the nomination of four
sites on the Tentative List. Highlighting difficulties
met in preparing a WH site, a member’s opinion
brings our attention to the need of building consensus
with the community at Kamakura, where local
authorities are working on ways to reformulate the

nomination.

Japan ICOMOS has been active sharing
information among members and to the larger public:
the first of the Japan ICOMOS Seminars in 2015,
to be held on the theme of Landscape, focused on
landscape planning; Japan ICOMOS' partnership
with ANA, starting its second year, will focus on
bringing a stronger ICOMOS touch to its program

of travel and lectures targeting the general public.

Reports of activities in Bagan and at the CRIHAP

workshop in Samoa suggest that intangible aspects
strongly affect the protection of tangible heritage,
and should be met with increased consideration.
In Bagan, ways to integrate intangible values
of the site as a place of living faith should be
discussed as Myanmar prepares the site to WH
status, and the waves of tourism ensuing will, in
all likelihood, profoundly transform the site and its
social environment. In Samoa, raising the locals’
and public’s awareness of the values, qualities and
strength of traditional architecture may provide the
key to protect a rare stock of heritage structures
that are rapidly vanishing elsewhere in the Pacific

islands, while mitigating damage of natural disasters.

On site experience of the Post Disaster Needs
Assessment mission in cyclone-struck Vanuatu
stressed that culture and heritage have to be
integrated at the earliest possible stage into post-
disaster reconstruction planning. The WCDR noted
that community works hand in hand with heritage in
order to build, through local history and local identity,
the strength and resilience needed to support
each other in time of disaster. Another disaster is
advancing in Iraq: intentional destruction of heritage
sites, “cultural cleansing”, is a severe threat to
cultural diversity in one of the richest cradles of
world history. If this alarming process cannot be

stopped, at least we must spread the word.

Following last year’s success, the call is open for
the Japan ICOMOS Award. We look forward to
seeing many candidates set another milestone in this
initiative. Preparations are advancing for the Annual
GA, Adcom meeting and Scientific Symposium to
take place in October in Fukuoka. Get ready to host
active meetings and take part in celebrating the 50th

anniversary of ICOMOS: Save the date!
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