1904 - The Preservation and Restoration of Ancient Monuments

THE PRESERVATION AND RES-
TORATION OF ARCHITECTURAL
MONUMENTS

The 6th International Congress of Architects,
Madrid, 1904

1. Monuments may be divided into two classes: dead
monuments, i.c. those belonging to a past civilization or
serving obsolete purposes, and living monuments, i.c.
which continue to serve the purposes for which they were
originally intended.

2. Dead monuments should be preserved only by such
strengthening as is indispensable in order to prevent their
falling into ruin; for the importance of such a monument
consists in its historical and technical value, which disap-
pears with the monument itself.

3. Living monuments ought to be restored so they may
continue to be of use, for in architecture utility is one of
the bases of beauty.

4. Such restoration should be effected in the original style
of the monument, so that it may preserve its unity, unity of
style being also one of the bases of beauty in architecture,
and primitive geometrical forms being perfectly reproduc-
ible. Portions executed in a different style from that of the
whole should be respected, if this style has intrinsic merit
and does not destroy the aesthetic balance of the monu-
ment.

5. The preservation and restoration of monuments should
be entrusted only to architects 'diplomé par le Gouverne-
ment', or specially authorized and acting under the artistic,
archaeological, and technical control of the state.

6. A society for the preservation of historical and artistic
monuments should be established in every country. They
might be grouped for common effort and collaborate in
the compilation of a general inventory of national and lo-
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