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ATHENS CHARTER

CIAM, 1933

THE HISTORIC HERITAGE OF CITIES

65. Architectural assets must be protected, whether found
in isolated buildings or in urban aggregations.

The life of a city is a continuous event that is expressed
through the centuries by material works - lay-outs and
building structures which form the city's personality, and
from which its soul gradually emanates. They are pre-
cious witnesses of the past which will be respected, first
for their historical or sentimental value, and second, be-
cause certain of them convey a plastic virtue in which the
utmost intensity of human genius has been incorporated.
They form a part of the human heritage, and whoever
owns them or is entrusted with their protection has the
responsibility and the obligation to do whatever he legiti-
mately can to hand this noble heritage down intact to the
centuries to come.

66. They will be protected if they are the expression of a
former culture and if they respond to a universal interest...

Death, which spares no living creature, also overtakes
the works of men. In dealing with material evidence of
the past, one must know how to recognize and differenti-
ate that which is still truly alive. The whole of the past is
not, by definition, entitled to last forever; it is advisable to
choose wisely that which must be respected. If the con-
tinuance of certain significant and majestic presences from
a bygone era proves injurious to the interests of the city,
a solution capable of reconciling both points of view will
be sought. In the case where one is confronted with struc-
tures repeated in numerous examples, some will be pre-
served as documents and the others will be demolished; in
other cases, only the portion that constitutes a memorial
or a real asset can be separated from the rest, which will
be serviceably modified. Finally, in certain exceptional
cases, complete transplantation may be envisaged for ele-
ments that prove to be inconveniently located but that are
worth preservation for their important aesthetic or histori-
cal significance.
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67. And if their presentation does not entail the sacrifice
of keeping people in unhealthy conditions...

By no means can any narrow-minded cult of the past
bring about a disregard for the rules of social justice. Cer-
tain people, more concerned for aestheticism than social
solidarity, militate for the preservation of certain pictur-
esque old districts unmindful of the poverty, promiscuity,
and diseases that these districts harbour. They assume a
grave responsibility. The problem must be studied, and
occasionally it may be solved through some ingenious
solution; but under no circumstances should the cult of
the picturesque and the historical take precedence over the
healthfulness of the dwelling, upon which the well-being
and the moral health of the individual so closely depend.

68. And if it is possible to remedy their detrimental pres-
ence by means of radical measures, such as detouring vital
elements of the traffic system or even displacing centres
hitherto regarded as immutable.

The exceptional growth of a city can create a perilous situ-
ation, leading to In impasse from which there is no escape
without some measure of sacrifice. An obstacle can only
be removed by demolition. But whenever this measure
is attended by the destruction of genuine architectural,
historical, or spiritual assets, then it is unquestionably
better to seek another solution. Rather than removing the
obstacle to traffic flow, the traffic itself can be diverted or,
conditions permitting, its passage can be forced by tun-
nelling beneath the obstacle. Finally, it is also possible
to displace a centre of intense activity and, by transplant-
ing it elsewhere, entirely change the traffic pattern of a
congested zone. Imagination, invention, and technical
resources must be combined in order to disentangle even
the knots that seem most inextricable.

69. The destruction of the slums around historic monu-
ments will provide an opportunity to create verdant areas.

In certain cases, it is possible that the demolition of un-
sanitary houses and slums around some monument of his-
torical value will destroy an age-old ambience. This is re-
grettable, but it is inevitable. The situation can be turned
to advantage by the introduction of verdant areas. There,
the vestiges of the past will be bathed in a new and pos-
sibly unexpected ambience, but certainly a tolerable one,
and one from which the neighbouring districts will amply
benefit in any event.

70. The practice of using styles of the past on aesthetic
pretexts for new structures erected in historic areas has
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harmful consequences. Neither the continuation of such
practice nor the introduction of such initiatives will be tol-
erated in any form.

Such methods are contrary to the great lesson of history.
Never has a return to the past been recorded, never has
man retracted his own steps. The masterpieces of the past
show us that each generation has had its way of thinking,
its conceptions, its aesthetic, which called upon the entire
range of the technical resources of its epoch to serve as
the springboard for its imagination. To imitate the past
slavishly is to condemn ourselves to delusion, to institute
the 'false' as a principle, since the working conditions of
former times cannot he re-created and since the applica-
tion of modern techniques to an outdated ideal can never
lead to anything but a simulacrum devoid of all vitality.
The mingling of the 'false' with the 'genuine', far from at-
taining an impression of unity and from giving a sense of
purity of style, merely results in artificial reconstruction
capable only of discrediting the authentic testimonies that
we were most moved to preserve.

75

DEI BRI ZEP, 2DEIBEBEZIT AN
L2 kk, FARETHN, HRINEVWES T,

DL BFRBERDERBHBINCIKT L TH D,
HEBENDTZZEREPOTELEDOSN TR
L. NZILCTHODO R Z 7 EDES 0,
WEOEEIZ, 2N oltfhs, BURT %2 R S & 2 8
BELTo%A%E 29, ZDORHMROBMIEEN DT T
Ko nass, 2oMREFEOEZ T, H&. Bz
FioTwlktwn) bz, BLAlZH LTINS,
WEAZEHMCEM T2 13, Bo2HB22ETHD,
FHIE LT Mcedb o, 20437 CHIFE2LTH5, ¥
76, HOREEEETTHT 22 LxTER WL, ERE
Wiz RHOENOBEAICHEAT 2 2 13, Fo(ERA%E
ROTREPTUADRICEDIZH R SR W15TH 2,
FTHE, & Ticgdbo, LRRBECLEZIE KL
AT L, RO L) BREES 2 2
EDSHLEEVDE, ZHUIHE. ki o & B
LEwELILREL 20 EToNl, HOEIER 5HHL
DEMZIEIEZ L LTERL, FHRRETICR
L720TH 5,

(Gt

W
z



